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EFFECTS of the PASSIONS, 
OR 


MEMOIRS of FLORICOURT: 


BOOK the FIRST. 


have been acquainted with misfortune 

1 from my earlieſt youth: my heart 

has been agitated by the paſſions, and 
their fatal effects have diffuſed bitterneſs 

through the courſe of my exiſtence. 

Time, without having diſſipated my 
8: ſorrows, 


- 
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ſorrows, has diminiſhed their force, and 
I am no longer a prey to deſpair, A 
calm melancholy now takes poſſeſſion 
of my heart, and compoſes its former 
inquietudes. The unhappy take a plea- 
ſure in looking back at the end of a 
painful career, tranſport themſelves in 
idea to paſt ſcenes, and recall what they 
have ſuffered. The harraſſed mind ſeems 
to repoſe itſelf on its former troubles, 
and ſtill enjoys that gloomy ſatisfaction, 
that indefinable yet true pleaſure, which 
it alone ſeems capable of, and which is 


perhaps above all the vain conſolations 
of Friendſhip. 


Nn 1 i 
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Engroſſed by my misfortunes, within 
the ſolitude in which I live, I wiſh to 
encreaſe them till more: they form a 
part of my exiſtence; as Philoſophy 


1 e en me againſt the cruel remem- 
4 brance 
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brance - of evils which afflick me no 


longer, and which now only ſerve. to 
meliorate my heart. It is in order to 
gratify my own feelings, that 1 write 
the Hiſtory of my Life. I now hold 
the flambeau of reflection over the 
misfortunes by which it is mark'd, 
and like a ſhipwreck'd mariner, talk 
of the perils I have eſcaped. 


My Family originated in one of the 


Southern Provinces, where it long held 
a diſtinguiſhed rank, My Grandfather, 


after having followed the profeſſion of 


arms, and after having been covered 
by the wounds of honour, enjoyed the 
ſeveral employments his valour merited : 
but having by his liberality deranged 
his fortune, he at his death left M. de 
Floricourt a great name, with very 
little property to ſupport it. We are 


B 2 LES, not 
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not to look for friendſhip among the 
great: M. de Floricourt found not a 
ſingle friend amidſt the number of 
thoſe who ſeemed moſt attached to his 
father. TELL 


Born in the boſom of abundance, 
and unable to forego the luxury in 
which he had formerly lived, he be- 
came diſguſted with the ſervice, and 
retired to one of his eſtates, the ſmall 
revenue of which would have ill ſufficed 
any other than himſelf, Here he ſoon 
felt the neceſſity of having a companion 
to participate with him the weight of 
an idle life to which he had not been 
accuſtomed. - | 


Mademoiſelle de Merville lived in 
the neighbourhood : Her family was 
eminent in the law; her brother filling 
| C7 | a con- 
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a conſiderable place in the parliament 
Of — „where his intelligence and 
equity rendered him reſpected and be- 
loved. It was on this Lady that M. de 

Floricourt caſt the eyes of affection, 
and every thing concurred to render the 
alliance deſirable. Love conducted theſe 
two lovers to the altar, and preſided 
at their union, of which I was the only 
fruit. Tears of joy bedewed my cra- 
dle; my mother ſuckled me herſelf, 
and I was idolized by my parents, whom 
I had ſcarce learned to diſtinguiſh and 
look on with affection, when my miſ- 
fortunes commenced by a dreadful cataſ- 
trophe. My infancy precluded my 
feeling all its horrors at the time; but 
the recital ſince made me by perſons 
of veracity then preſent, have engraven 
it on my memory in indelible characters. 
I ought: previouſly to have related an 


B 3 adven- 
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adventure in which my father had been 
engaged, and which proved the effi- 
cient cauſe of this ſubſequent misfor- 
tune, 


M. de Floricourt had paſs'd his life 
like other military men of his age; 
young and frivolous, he had fallen into 
all the irregularities incident to officers 
in country quarters, and had ſought to 
diſſipate by love and galantry that time 
which hung heavy on his hands. Ma- 
dame de B who reſided in 
the Town of ————, poſſeſſed the 
united advantages of beauty, rank, and 
fortune; and ſuperadded to theſe, was 
eminent for wiſdom and virtue, ſhe was 
attached to her duty without vanity or 
diſguſt, was adored by her huſband, 
and loved him with equal affection. 
M. de Floricourt ſaw and conceived 

a ſtrong 


* 
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a ſtrong paſſion for this lady, which 
though treated by her with contempt 
and ſcorn, raged with unabated violence. 


— 


A relation of M. de B who 
lived under the ſame roof, was in a 
like predicament with regard to my 
father; and (ſeeing the violent paſſion 
he felt for her ſiſter) ſought to gratify 
her own, ſhe therefore pretended to pity 
him, in order to enter into his confi- 
dence; and promiſed to exert herſelf 
in ſubduing the diſdain of her he loved. 
After having tried by every poſſible 
method to alienate his affections from 
M. de B by repreſenting in 
the moſt lively colours her indifference 

and even averſion to him, and finding 

all ſhe could ſay had no other effect 

than that of inflaming his paſſion, ſhe 
altered her conduct, acquainting him 
| B 4 = 
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by degrees, that her ſiſter began to 
be ſoftened ; but that ſhe trembled for 
her reputation, and feared a diſcovery, 
for which reaſon ſhe recommended the 
utmoſt ſecrecy and circumſpection on 
his part, charged him to reſtrain his 
tongue, command his looks, and ſubmit 
to be guided by her; in which caſe ſne 
promiſed to anſwer for his ſucceſs. In 
conſequence of this advice, M. de Flo- 
ricourt having redoubled his reſpect, 
and becoming perfectly ſilent on the 
ſubject of love, was in reality beiter 
received by the object of it. Love is 
credulous, and the artful confidant knew 
how to rock Floricourt in the cradle 
of falſe hopes; ſhe in fine concluded 
her ſcheme, by writing him a letter, 
to which ſhe ſigned her ſiſter's name, 
and in which ſhe made him the ten- 
dereſt profeſſions of love, as a recom- 
pence 
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pence for the obedience he had mani- i 


feſted, and then concluded by promiſ- 
ing n., rewards of his diſcretion. 


A few N after (M. de B.. 
being abſent) M. de Floricourt received - 
a fond letter appointing a rendez- 
vous, to which he flew with the impa- 
tience of youth, and the rage of a firſt 
paſſion. He was ſecretly introduced 
into a private and darkened apartment, 


where his abandoned confidant yielded 


to his embraces under the reſpectable 
name of a ſiſter whom ſhe fo cruelly 
injured; 


Illuſion often creates the higheſt ima- 
ginary happineſs, and M. de Flori- 
court fancied his complete. He quitted 
the apartment with the utmoſt precau- 
tion, enchanted with his fuccefs; and 

mY ſcrupled 
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ſcrupled not (thro? the vanity of youth 
and the levity of his age) to boaſt of 
his conqueſt, when heated by wine, at 
his next meeting with his military com- 
panions, love and gallantry being the 
uſual topics of their diſcourſe. 


A ſecret of this nature in ſuch hands 
was conſequently ſoon divulg'd ; thoſe 
who had not ſucceeded with M. de B— 

wiſn'd to humble this proud beauty; 
and M. de Floricourt, who thought 
| himſelf authoriz d (by what had paſſed) 
to take liberties, became more free and 
familiar with the lady, who not under- 
ſtanding his hints, or the tenor of his 
diſcourſe, forbad him the houſe. In- 
cenſed at this treatment, he complain'd 
of it loudly, which coming to the ears 
of M. de B— a challenge enſued, and 
this affair ended as is uſual among mili- 

tary 
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tary men, by *Y death of one of the 
parties, which -prov'd to be that of 
M. de B 


No words can deſcibe the feelings of 
his wife on this occaſion; wounded to 
the quick, by the loſs of her reputation, 
and that of an huſband ſhe ador'd, ſhe 
vow'd the bittereſt revenge. M. de 
Floricourt huſh*d up the affair by the 
force of intereſt and credit, and being 
ſoon inform'd of the fallacy of the ad- 
venture, made publick reparation for it. 
But this did not ſatisfy M. de BB 
the image of her dead huſband pierced 
with wounds, was ever preſent to her 
imagination, tho* ſhe confin'd to her 
boſom that fire of indignation and 
revenge which was one day to burſt 
forth. Having in vain appeal'd to the 
laws (with all the energy of affliction,) 
mw ſhe 
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ſhe form'd an unheard of ſcheme : 
Having at that time a ſon in the cradle, 
ſhe determin'd to make him the aven- 
ger of his father; ihe neglected nothing 
in his education that could forward 
her views; ſhe familiarized him early 


with the ſword and piſtol, and allowed 
him no other maſters than ſuch as 


could inſtruct him in the uſe of arms, 
The hatred and fury with which ſhe 
was poſſeſſed making her forget ſhe 


was a mother, and that ſhe might 


loſe her own ſon; never once conſi- 
dering that the young de B— — 
living in ſociety, muſt ſtand in need 
of more eſſential qualities and accom- 
pliſhments than that of being a fencer, 
or that ſhe was perhaps educating a 


monſter : her whole attention being to 


ſtrengthen his conſtitution in order 
the ſooner to ſatisfy her revenge, ſhe 


formed 
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formed his ſoul to violence, inſpired 
him with the moſt ferocious ſentiments, 

and accuſtomed him to blood. At four- 

teen, the young de B appeared 

developed: nature, tardy in others, 

ſeemed to have ſeconded the impa- 

tience of a woman who had ceaſed to 

be a mother in order to remember ſhe 

had been a wife: ſhe now therefore 

haſtened to acquaint de B — 

with the untimely death of his father, 

and of the hopes ſhe had conceived 
of him. 


The young favage, educated and 
tutored as he had been, readily em- 
braced her ſcheme, and went to my 
father's retreat; where aſking to ſee 
him, he immediately explained the 
cauſe of his viſit. M. de Floricourt, 


who had almoſt forgotten the adyen- 
| ; ture, 
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ture, aſtaniſhed at ſuch an addreſs, 

and from ſo young a man, pauſed a 
moment to reflect on me, who was 

of the ſame age with M. de B=——— 

when he had deprived him of his 

father: this did not however prevent 
his accepting the challenge: they fought, 

and M. de Floricourt was brought 
back, dying, to his caſtle, 


8 
To 


Let us picture to ourſelves the ſitu- 
ation of my mother at this ſpectacle! 
I happened to be with her at the time, 
whom ſhe inſtantly quitted with a 
ſcream, darting a look of anguiſh and 
deſpair at the body of her bleeding 
huſband without ſhedding a tear; and 
being plunged into conſternation and 
1 filence, ſhe embraced him with a diſ- 
1 tracted air, and fell ſenſeleſs at his 
4 ſide. 


The 


* 
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The domeſtics haſtened to her aſſiſt- 
ance. She came to herſelf with cries 
of anguiſh, and obſerving the ſurgeons 
buſy about the body of M. de Flori- 
court, ſhe approached them with 
anxiety, ſought to diſcover in their 
looks the ſituation of their minds, and 
only perceiving fatal ſigns, ſhe again 
directed her eyes towards her huſband 
in order to read in his palid features 
how long he had to live—bent over 
his body received his laſt figh—and 
expired. | 2 


Oh Philoſophy! thou haſt carried 
thy flambeau into the midſt of our 
darkneſs, and haſt inſpired us with 
horror at the rage of fanaticiſm; but 
thou haſt not yet torn from our hearts 
that blind fury which leads us to the 
deſtruction of each other! laws are indeed 

made 
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made to puniſh this ſort of combat; 
but the ſeal of contempt is ſet on the 
man that refuſes a challenge. 


] was too young to feel the loſſes 
I had ſuſtained ; but an intimate friend 
of M. de Floricourt's, and his com- 
panion at all ages, informed me (long 
after) of this melancholy event, the 
bare recital of which makes me tremble 
at this day. O! my father! could 
neither the image of your wife or ſon 
counterbalance that barbarous prejudice 
in favour of duelling to which you fell 
| a ſacrifice? No! for ſuch is the infa- 
tuation of the military, that an affront 
with them is only waſhed away in 
blood. This friend of my father's, 
M. de Vilſon, no ſooner ſaw my 
mother expire, than he caught me to 
his boſom, bedew'd me with his tears, 
deplored 


* 
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deplored my fate, and aſſured me of 

every regard and attention that the ſon of 
the friend of his heart exacted from him. 
He ordered me to be conveyed to his 
caſtle, which was not far off, and imme- 
diately ſent an expreſs to — in 
order to inform the Preſident de Mer- 
ville, my mother's brother, of what had 
happened. 


M. de Merville inſtantly came poſt, to 
weep over the remains of his beloved 
ſiſter, and thoſe of his brother in law, 
to which he paid due honours. Some 
days elapſed in the execution of juſtice, 
proper people were ſent in purſuit of the 
murderer, who had fled from vengeance, 
and many more in the arrangement of 
my father's affairs, which were in a ſtate 
of the utmoſt confuſion, his mode of life 


| being ill ſuited to his ſmall income: the 
numberleſs 
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numberleſs creditow who immediately 
ſurrounded his manſion, ſoon ſwallowed 
up the ſmall remains of his fortune— 
and poverty was now my only inheri- 
tance, 


The Preſident, who had tenderly 
loved his ſiſter, could not fee me with- 
but emotion. He was a man in years 
had himſelf been unhappy—and was a 
Widower left with one ſon, who was 
for ſome time the object of his fondeſt 
affection, and with whom he had long 
lived in the ſtricteſt bonds of amity and 
friendſhip ; dividing his time between 
the duties of his ſtation and the edu- 
cation of his ſon, But at an age when 
the paſſions ought to have been mute, 
he became inflamed by the fires of love, 
and his principles not ſuffering him 
to purſue any other mode of gratifying 

5 them 
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them than that of marriage, he fell a 
ſacrifice to the ambition and artifice of 
his wife. 


Madame de Meruille ſoon gained a 
perfect aſcendant over her aged huſ- 
band, and induced him to neglect his 
ſon, for whom ſhe conceived the utmoſt 
hatred, 'baniſhed him from genteel com- 
pany by ſeverity and ill uſage, and 
compelled him to take ſhelter from 
her cruelty in the ſociety of the pro- 
fligate, where the principles of probity 
and virtue, inſtilled into him by the 
Preſident, were ſoon effaced by thoſe of 
immorality and vice. Of this change 
in the conduct of his ſon, Madame de 
Merville took the earlieſt opportuaity 
of informing her huſband, who conſe- 
quently treated him with the utmoſt. 

rigor, and induced him to fly from the 
place 
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place of his nativity, which he daily 
curſed. After five years of abſence, they 
were informed of his death; and that 
ſo well authenticated, as to leave no 
trace of doubt in the mind of his father, 
who had now only to regret having 
given birth to ſo baſe a ſon. 


Madame de Merville, delighted at 
this event, and the more ſo as ſhe be- 
came herſelf pregnant, and flattered her- 
ſelf that the infant to whom ſhe hoped 
to give birth would one day become 
heir to the Preſident's wealth; but in 
this ſhe was miſtaken: Providence, as 
if to puniſh her injuſtice, ſuffered 
her not to live to enjoy the fruits of it; 
ſhe expired in childbirth of a ſtill- born 
infant, confeſſing the turpitude of her 
conduct towards her ſon in law. 


This 
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This afflicted father beheld me with 
the utmoſt emotion, as I recalled to. 
his mind the image of his ſon whoſe 
place he deſtined me to fill. He took 
me in his arms, wept over me with 
anguiſh, and vowed to the ſhade of his 
departed ſiſter that he would prove 2 
parent to me. The good M. de Vilſon, 
rejoiced at having been inſtrumental to 
my happineſs, applauded himſelf for 
his conduct, and ſaw me depart without 
a ſigh. 1 


My Uncle himſelf took charge of 
my education. The recollection of my 
misfortunes induced him to bring me 
up to his own profeſſion, as he trembled 
(on my account) at the barbarous pre- 


judices of the military. In proportion 


as I advanced towards manhood, I 
began to feel the generoſity of his con- 
1 duct 
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duct, and his kind indulgence towards 
me, while he in his turn loved me 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 


4 


My infancy afforded nothing very 
Intereſting. I was brought up with the 
fon of M. de Vilſon, whom the Pre- 
1 ſident choſe to have near him, and 
1 with whom IJ contracted a friendſhip 

15 which time has only ſerved to augment. 


x At the death of his father he took up 
| his reſidence in the Town 1 inhabited, 
"= .and where we became inſeparable. I 
4 was taught to think early, to ſet a juſt 
* > value on things, and as I had no other 
1 | preceptor than my generous patron, my 


| 0 | 2 ſoul was formed according to his model. 
ik He gave me a perfect knowledge of the 
laws, conducted me through its laby- 
rinths, elucidated its perplexities, and 
qualified me to ſucceed him in his office. 
| He 
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He in the mean time purchaſed me 
a Counſellor's place, and guided me in 
the fatigues which it incurred; by which 
means I obtained a degree of conſidera- 
tion and reſpect very ill ſuited ro 1 
years. | 


Totally engroſſed by my funRion, 
J performed its duties with alacrity 
and looked on my uncle as a father, 
Sacred name! which I never hear with- 
out emotion, and which J never could 
pronounce to the real author of my 
being! My days were now paſſed in 
tranquillity and peace: the time how- 
ever approached when I was to enter 
into the gloom of misfortune, and into 
the career of thoſe paſſions which I 
fancied myſelf able to reſiſt. I looked 
on M. de Merville with the moſt af- 
fectionate regard; and concluded that 
he 
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he only was worthy of my eſteem. But 
I was ſoon to be convinced of the 
extent of my ſenſibility ; and (though 
.naturally calm) of the violence, ardour, 
and impetuoſity of thoſe paſſions which 
new objects were to . 


All the tribunals of juſtice being 
mnut during the long vacation in au- 
tumn, I paſſed it at an eſtate of my 
uncle's- near the ſea, where the delight- 
ful proſpect, and the air I breathed in- 
ſpired me with a new exiſtence. Charm- 
ed with the ſolitude of the place, I wiſhed 
to be collected, and poſſeſſed the means 
of being ſo; as the caſtles of the 
neighbouring gentry were at a great 
diſtance, and prevented their viſiting 
each other often. The neareſt to my 
uncle's was that of M. d'Erlet, who 
was diſtantly related to him, though 
9 they 
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they did not aſſociate; but as the 
enmity which ſubſiſted between theſe 
two families had a powerful influence 


on my life, I ſhall here relate its 
caule. 


M. d'Erlet, though born in obſcure 
life, poſſeſſed great talents for buſineſs, 
acquired great riches, and married a 
couſin of my mother's, though intereſt 
alone formed their union. Mademoi- 
ſelle de Merville, deſtined by the 
mediocrity of her fortune to the ſe- 
queſtration of a convent (in ſpite of 
her ſtrong attachment to the world) 
had long delayed the purpoſed facriſice ; 
her heart being in the poſſeſſion of 
a man of quality as little favored by 
fortune as herſelf: but as their union 
was oppoſed by both their families, 
M. d'Erlet thought himſelf authorized 
C 8 to 
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to make propoſals, which where readily 
accepted by her parents (on account 
of his immenſe wealth) who compelled 
her to give him her hand. | 


She was no ſooner his wife, than 
torn by conflicting paſſions, ſhe con- 
ceived an averſion for him which the 
humiliation . of ſuch a marriage daily 
increaſed. As ſhe had been brought 
up with high notions of vanity and 


pride, ſhe diſdained to ſubmit to her 


fate with patience, and never beheld 
M. d' Erlet but with a degree of horror. 
She ſometime after diſcovered herſelf 
to be pregnant; which far from recon- 
ciling her to her huſband (as is often 
the caſe) only ſerved to augment her 
"rage againſt him; as the inconveni- 
ences ſhe ſuffered by a weak and delicate 
conſtitution exaſperated her ſtill more, 
though 
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though the careſſes, attentions, and 
tender aſſiduities of M. d'Erlet ought 
to have inſpired her with far other 
ſentiments. 


| Her labor was difficult and diſtreſſing, 
and the violent pains ſhe ſuffered re- 
doubled her impatience and diſpuft, 
as ſhe ſhuddered at being thus made 
a ſacrifice, Is it poſlible ! exclaimed 
ſhe, in an agony, that a d'Erlet can 
give ſuch exquiſite pangs to a Merville ? 
theſe indiſcreet words being heard by 
her huſband, he in his turn became 
diſguſted at the ill treatment he received 
in return for his kind aſſiduities, and 
ſeeing himſelf humbled into the duſt 
by the woman he adored, he inſtantly 
quitted her apartment, and never 
entered it more, or enquired either after 
his wife or the fruits of her labor, 
Y ; . Madame 


”:\ ; 
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Madam d'Erlet being delivered of 


a daughter, died a month after of a 
miliary fever, without her huſband's 
having once enquired after her. 


The mind of M. d Erlet having 
been deranged, and his diſpoſition ſoured 
by the ungrateful conduct of his wife, 
could now no longer bear any thing 
which recalled to him her idea: in 
conſequence of which he made his 
innocent daughter ſuffer the effects 
of his ſpleen and ill humour, while he 


conceived an implacable hatred for all 


her mother's relations, whom he never 
faw afterwards but through common 
civility ; and though eighteen years had 
now elapſed ſince the death of Madam 


@CErlet, her huſband, firm and conſtant 


in cruelty, had never once changed 
his ferocity of character, 


Though 
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Though I now led a ſequeſtered 
life, and the hatred of M. d'Erlet in- 
ſpired me with no enmity againſt him, 
I thought it by no means neceſſary 
to ſeek the ſociety of a man who I 
knew deteſted me in his heart, I 
therefore devoted myſelf to my uncle, 
to ſtudy, walking, and the chace. 


J lived a ſerene and pleaſant life, 
forming no further ſcheme of happineſs 
than that of having my friend Vilſon 
with me to enjoy the ſweets of ſoli- 
tude; but this was impoſſible; as 
nothing could withdraw him from the 
town, where he confined himſelf to his 
houſe, ſhunned ſociety, ſaw none but 
me, and paſſed for a miſanthropiſt. 
For this mode of proceeding I often 
blamed him, and wondered at the 
| ſingularity of his taſte; but as I was 
| C3 convinced 
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convinced of the goodneſs of his 
underſtanding and the integrity of his 
heart, I always ſubſcribed to his opi- 
nions, though I remained ignorant of 
the motives of his conduct; as I am 
not one of thoſe who are addicted to 
Jealouſy in my friendſhip, or apt to 
ſuſpect without a cauſe, 


One day when the pleaſure of 
ſurveying the ſurrounding country, and 
admiring the delightful objects it pre- 
ſented to my view, of verdant meadows, 
flowing fields, and variouſly cultivated 
lands, induced me to exceed my uſual 
limits, I wandered to a great diſtance 
from the caſtle, and found myſelf on 
the borders of a wood, the winding 
paths of which, covered with green 
turf, invited me to purſue its tracts, 
and indulge thoſe ſolitary reveries in 

which 
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which I took ſo much delight; but 
I had no ſooner entered its labyrinths 
than cries of diſtreſs ſtrack my ears, 
accompanied by the voices of ſeveral 
men in contention. Aſtoniſned at what 
J heard, I flew to the place whence 
it proceeded, and diſcovered a young 
peaſant ſtruggling with three men, who 
were endeavouring to wreſt his gun 


from him. On a nearer approach I 


perceived them to be the game-keepers 
of my uncle, who had ſurprized the 
voung man in the act of killing an 
hare, which they had taken from him, 
and now acquainted me that he was 
a peaſant of M. d'Erlet's. 


The youth no ſooner ſaw me than 
he yielded up his gun, and fell at my 
feet intreating mercy. Pardon me, Sir, 
ſaid he, I have diſobeyed your com- 

C 4 mands 
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mands and am guilty; but I have a 


father now languiſhing on a bed of 


ſickneſs, and a mother drooping by his 
ſide for want of fuftenance; I have 
endeavoured to procure them food by 
that gun which I had borrowed, and 
have killed the hare theſe men have 
taken from me; my father muſt now 
die, for our benefactreſs is abſent! as I 
was ſtrongly affected by this ſimple 
and pathetic tale, I blamed the game- 
keepers for acting with ſo much 
ſeverity, and ordered them to reſtore 
the young man's hare and gun. I 
then interrogated him with regard to 
the condition of his father, and received 
for anſwer that he had been tenant to 


M. d*Erlet, but being diſabled by age 


and infirmities, had been turned out 
of his farm, and compelled to take 
thelter in a cottage, where he was 

near 


Ps 
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near periſhing with cold and hunger : 
that himſelf being informed (when at 
the Convent of the Nuns of St. 

W where he was gardener) of his father's 
= melancholy ſituation, he prevailed on 
another to take his place, and imme 
flew to his aſſiſtance. 


5 A at the excellent principles 
and exalted character of this young pea- 
ſant, I followed him to the habitation of 
his father; reflefting, as I went, on the 
bounties of nature, who had beſtowed 
qualities and ſentiments on the poor 
which might ennoble the rich and great. 


On my arrival at the cottage, IT be- 
held a ſcene of the utmoſt poverty and 
diſtreſs. The old man was expiring on 
a flock bed, while his wife ſat weep- 
ing by his fide, The young peaſant 

C 5 immediately 
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immediately ran to his mother, pre- 
ſented her with the hare,—declared ſhe 
ſhould live,—and bid her return thanks 
to M. de Floricourt. As I] now gave 
them money to purchaſe food, a bed, 
and other neceſſaries, I obſerved the 
mind of the old man ſtrongly affected, 
who burſting into tears, attempted to 
raiſe himſelf in order to expreſs his 
thanks, while his wife and ſon, fall- 
ing at my feet, embraced my knees 
with tranſport. How celeſtial is the 
joy of making others happy! How 
comfortable the thought of having done 
our duty! 
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Theſe good people could not for 
ſome time reſtrain their tears, or pro- 
perly expreſs their gratitude, as they 
had long laboured under the diſpleaſure 
of their landlord; and his daughter, 

who 
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who was their benefactreſs, was abſent, 
and was not expected for ſome days. 
= Her aſlitance was certain, ſaid the old 
= woman; and yet but for your bounty 
it would now be in vain! You can- 
not think, Sir, added ſhe, how good 
Julia my daughter (for ſo I call her) 
is to us. But you don't know her :— 
She is rich, and yet delights in doing 
good. All the country feels the ef- 
fects of her preſence, —for when ſhe 
is here, ſhe wipes away the tears 
cauſed by her father's cruelty, 


I liſtened with pleaſure to theſe na- 
tural effuſions of. the heart, and told 
the old man and his wife that I 
would aſſume the place of Julia, and 
eudeavour to put them in a way of 


L * life which ſhould exempt them from 


all future fears of poverty. I will 
convince 
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convince you (added I) that all men 
are not like M. d'Erlet.— Make your- 
: ſelves eaſy,.,—I will return to you 


again. 


Iz quitted them with emotion; ſtrongly 
impreſſed by the ſcene I had juſt been 
witneſs to, and dwelt with delight 'on 
the compaſſionate generoſity of Julia. 
Some days elapfed without my hear- 
ing any further from theſe diſtreſſed 
cottagers 3 but my valet at length in- 
formed me one evening that my be- 
nefactions had been torn from them by 
the levy of the poll tax, and that 
they were now as wretched as ever. 
In conſequence of this information J 
went to them the next day, for 
born in the boſom of adverſity, could 
1 do leſs than pity and relieve the 
Giſtreſſed ?momm—n— But what was my 

aſtoniſhment, 
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toniſhment, when on entering the cot- 
tage I beheld a beautiful young crea- 
ture adminiſtering relief to the old 
man, laying his bed in order, and 
preparing him a meſs of broth with 
her own hands. It was Julia herſelf ! 
I approached her with awe; but ſhe 
addreſſed me with familiarity, “ Don't 
be ſurpriſed, Sir, ſaid ſhe; generous 
hearts are in uniſon: I am only fi- 
niſhing what you had begun. 


Charmed with the figure and ex- 
traordinary conduct of this incompar- 
able woman, I attempted to aſſiſt her, 
and intreated her to permit me to 
ſecond her aſſiduities: but ſhe made 
me no anſwer; and giving me the 
baſon which contained the broth with- 
out the leaſt diſcompoſure, ran to raiſe - 
the old man, took it from me again, 
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and preſented it to the languid peaſant. 
The elegant ſimplicity with which ſhe 
did all this excited my admiration :;— 
Behold (ſaid I mentally) the triumph 
of humanity ?——Ye rich! ye Iluxh- 
rious! ye vain and great! follow the 
example of Julia! nor think it be- 
neath you to ſuccour the indigent, 
compaſſionate the afflifted, and .relieve 
the diſtreſſed ! 


As I had been totally unacquainted 
with ſcenes of this nature, I was loſt 
in aſtoniſhment, and could ſcarce be- 
come ſufficiently collected to anſwer 
Julia with propriety when ſhe thanked 


me for my attention to this unfortu- 
nate family, I have been abſent ſome 


time, added ſhe, and but for your 


_ aſſiſtance theſe poor creatures would 


have periſhed ! I ſcarce knew what to 
; | anſwer : 


ah. 


i ; 
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anſwer: I was wrapt in extacy! I felt 
an indefinable pleaſure ! and Julia ſeemed 
to have inſpired my ſoul with an ex- 
altation of ſentiment to which it had 
hitferto been a ſtranger. I knew ſhe 
was my ſuperior in virtue, and looked 
on her with a degree of adoration at 
which ſhe ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed. _ 


After every thing had been admi- 
niſtered for the relief of theſe poor 
_ peaſants, we quitted their cottage to- 
_ gether, animadverting on their unhappy 
ſituation, and on what we had done 
for them, Every word that iſſued from 
the lips of Julia ſurpriſed me; and her 

generoſity tranſported me. I propoſed 
ſpeaking to my uncle in their favour, 
and urging him to receive them into 
his houſe. She ſeemed delighted with, 
my ſcheme, entreated me to put it 

into 
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into execution, and I immediately quit- 
ted her in order to keep my word. 


As I returned home, a croud of 


| confuſed ideas ruſhed into my imagi- 


nation which I could by no means un- 
ravel. I arrived at the caſtle without 
being able to conceive what I had 
been thinking of, and was amazed at 
being there ſo ſoon, as the diſtance 
between that and the place where 1 
had left Julia ſeemed to have been 
annihilated. I wandered about the park 
in a profound reverie, without know- 
ing its cauſe, and my mind and heart 
were filled with ſomething I was ig- 
norant of. I wiſhed to be alone—So- 
litude delighted me——and I continued 
walking till mere laſſitude and fatigue 
compelled me to re-enter the. caſtle. 
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As it was late, my uncle, who grew 
uneaſy at my long abſence, would not 
retire to reſt, but ſat reading in his 
ſtudy, The moment I entered, he 
told me with a ſmile that he had been 
very unhappy about me. Surprized 
at what he ſaid, I immediately looked 
at my watch, and to my aſtoniſhment 
found it paſt twelve o'clack. Hurt 
beyond meaſure at having given M. 
de Merville a moment's pain, I apo- 
logized for my inattention, and pleaded 
the -pleaſantneſs of the walk, and the 
ſineneſs of the evening, as an excuſe 
for my having ſtayed out fo late. I 
then related all that had happened, 
and ſo far excited his compaſſion to- 
wards Julia's nurſe and her huſband, 
that he bid me give orders to have 


them taken under his roof, and added 
he 
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he would appoint the old woman his 


houſekeeper. 


f * to my chamber, delighted 
at che ſucceſs of my application, and 
penetrated with the utmoſt gratitude 
towards this excellent man. I went 
to bed, but never clos'd my eyes 
throughout the night, though it ſeemed 


to me of no unuſual length: a ſoft 
languor took © poſſeſſion of my ſenſes, 


and communicated itſelf to my mind. 
Julia preſented herſelf to my imagi- 
nation without giving me pain, and I 
admired her generoſity and perſonal 
graces with the calmneſs of a Stoic; 
all the faculties of my ſoul ſeeming 
benumbed and uſeles. This ſtate, 
which I ſtill remember with pleaſure, 


and am fond of recalling, was one of 
the happieſt periods of * lite. I laid 


with 


ac 
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with my eyes open till the morning 
appeared, and paid not the leaſt atten- 
tion to the manner in which 1 had 
paſſed the night. 


I aroſe, and attempted to read; but 
got into the middle of the volume 
without being able to form an idea 
of what I had been reading. I placed 
the book on a reading deſk, fixt my 
eyes on the firſt page without under- 
ſtanding it, and was kept in a ſort 
of immoveable enchantment. When 
my valet entered, I paid not the leaſt. 
attention to him. He dreſſed me in 
filence, and I quitted the caſtle. 


After . having wandered about for 
ſome hours, I mechanically went towards 
the habitation of the old peaſant, — 
which I entered without intending it, 
neither hoping or deſiring to ſee Julia 

| there, 
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there, though I was greatly chagrined 
at not doing ſo; and the languor 
which poſſeſſed my ſoul, and ſuſpended 
its motions, now becoming reſtleſs and 
unquiet, I ſighed without knowing 
why. 


The old peaſant, his wife, and ſon, 
ſurrounded me on my entrance, calling 
me their benefactor, and joining my 
name with Julia's. I trembled,—caſt 

my eyes around—and then fixed them 
on the place where I had ſeen Julia 
the evening before; whom not finding, 
my heart contracted, and a tear eſcaped 
me. I now joined with this grateful 
ſamily in their praiſes of her for near 
two hours, never ſuffering any other 
ſubject to intrude; and then told the 
old man and his wife that they might 
come to my uncle's caſtle, where they 
5 would 
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would meet with a kind reception, 
and where they might live in peace. 
J alſo told their ſon that he was now - 
at liberty to return to his old place, 
as gardener to the convent oy 
and that I ſhould be happy to ſee 
him on my return to the town in 
which it was ſituated; aſſuring him 
at the ſame time of my attachment, 
and my inclination to ſerve him in 
all emergencies. 


Theſe happy peaſants, now falling 
at my feet, wanted words to expreſs 
their gratitude, and could only manifeſt 
it by their tears. I endeavoured to 
raiſe them from their humble poſture ; 
but the old man, tranſported with joy, 
deſired to continue kneeling till he had 
returned God thanks. No words can 
gelen his ſubſequent ſimple yet pa- 

thetic 
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thetic prayer, which was followed by 
one for Julia and myſelf. This being 
ended, they all with one voice joined 
in our mutual praiſes; calling us the 
charming couple, and exclaiming with 
rapture that Floricourt and Julia would 
prove a bleſſing to the poor! I was 
ſo ſtrongly affected by theſe laſt words, 
that my ſoul ſeemed detached from my 
body, and I involuntarily fell on my 
Knees, fetched a deep ſigh, roſe im- 
mediately after, and quitted the cot- 
tage, reflecting on the energy of their 
Prayers, 


This delectable morning appeared 
very ſhort to me; and the languor I 
had felt on entering the cottage was 
now changed into tumultuous thoughts. 
Julia, with her exalted ſentiments and 
extraordinary beauty, together with con- 
; - 8 fuſed 
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fuſed wiſhes, taking poſſeſſion of my 
heart. Yet I felt nothing in this 
chaotic ſtate but a conviction that 
ſomething was wanting to my happi- 
neſs whenever I reflected on Julia. 


I returned to my uncle's in great 
diſorder, —wiſhed dinner over a thou- 
ſand times,—and at the end of it 
eſcaped into the - ſolitude 1 ſought for. 
I now gave orders that the old pea- 
ſant and his family ſhould be ſent 
for, and then purſued my accuſtomed 
walks. 


Buried in thought, and inattentive 
to the road I had taken, I walked a 
great while, and- at length found my- 
ſelf near the caſtle of M. d'Ertet. I 
had never ſeen it before, and never 
intended to do ſo; but it now came 

into 
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into my head that I ought to pay 
M. d'Erlet a viſit as a matter of form. 


I therefore went up to the caſtle, was 


announced, and not finding him at 


home, was introduced to his daughter, 
who received me with bluſhes. 


I was ſo confuſed at ſeing her that 
I totally forgot the many things I had 
to fay, only declaring in broken ac- 
cents (as ſhe ſeemed ſurprized at my 
viſit) that J came to pay homage to 
her virtue, in ſpite of the coolneſs 


which reigned between our families 5 
hoping ſhe by no means participated 
that enmity, which would render me 


the moſt wretched of men. As this 
idea now. for the firſt time ſtruck me 
forcibly, I became doubly embarraſſed, 
and remained filent, never once recol- 
lecting how neceſſary it was to inform 

| Julia 
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Julia of my having provided for her 
nurſe. But as I was now in the pre- 
ſence of her who was the grand 
object of my attention, I forgot every 
other idea, She however recalled ' me 
to the ſubject, and renewed her 
thanks. Every thing Julia ſaid pe- 
netrated my very foul, and I gloried in 
her nn. 


My viſit was of an unuſual length, 
and M. d' Erlet returned, to my ſorrow, 
as I was alone with Julia, and wiſhed 
to continue ſo. I made an apology 
for not having paid my reſpects to 
him before, and he anſwered me witk 
politeneſs; I then added, that not 
having found him at home, I had 
taken the liberty of waiting on his 
daughter. To this. laſt part of my 


ſpeech he anſwered very coldly, and 
Vol. I INES: after 
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after a converſation very reſerved on 
his part, and very open on mine, I 
took my leave, turning my eyes 
towards Julia, and meeting her's. A 
ray of light now darted into my ſoul, 
and I began to know myſelf, 


When I quitted the caſtle of M. 
d'Erlet, I felt myſelf ſtrongly agitated, 
my heart ſeeming ready to burſt from 
my boſom : but this tumult ſubſiding 
by degrees, I began to reflect on my 
acquaintance with Julia, and where I 
had firſt ſeen her; recoll cting with 
pleaſure: her condeſcenſion towards me, 
As hope now came to my aſliſtance, 
and poured her balm into my wounds, 
all my troubles vaniſhed; - eſpecially 
when; I recalled the prayers which 
gratitude had extorted from the old 
——_ and his family, New-fires now 
inflamed 
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inflamed' me; and my imagination 
becoming bewildered by the idea of 
poſſefling Julia, I fancied ſhe was 
already united to me by indiſſoluble 
bonds, that ſhe loved me with an 
ardour equal to my own, and that 
we were completely happy 


On my return to my uncle's caſtle 

I was awaked out of this dream of 
fancied felicity by his porter's informing 
me that M. de Merville deſired to 
ſpeak with me. I inſtantly flew to 
his apartment with the unbounded 
affection his conduct merited, and 
thought myſelf happy in obeying his 
commands. He ſoon diſcovered by 
the traces on my countenance what 
had paſſed in my mind, and having 
before obſerved my gloomy and thought- 
ful aſpect, he now deſired to be in- 
* formed 
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formed of my ſituation. Though 1 
was convinced he was my benefactor, 
friend, and father, I was ſo confuſed 
and embarraſſed that I knew not 
how to anſwer him; a ſecret though 
incomprehenſible fear reſtraining my 
utterance. 


Floricourt, ſaid he, I know the 
human heart. Your's is ſtrongly af- 
feted—and it is in vain that you 
endeavour to conceal your ſituation 
from me. Open therefore your heart 
to your friend ! your father ! baniſh 


all inquietudes, - treat me as you would 


de Vilſon—and let age make no diſ- 
parity between us! I have been young 
myſelf, and I know how to pity others! 
A ſigh now eſcaped me, and a crimſon 
bluſh overſpreading my countenance, 
I turned away my head, 
; 'This 
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This excellent man now came to- 
wards me with open arms, reiterating 
his intreaties. Speak to me, my dear 
Floricourt! ſaid he, and diſſipate my 
uneaſineſs! I could no longer reſiſt. 
A ſudden trembling ſeized me—and 
J fell at his feet. Read all the ſecrets 
of my foul, my generous patron, (ex- 
claimed I) continue to love me ſtill 
and love the charming Julia! O my 
uncle! my father! my friend! did 
you but know—T could ſay no more; 
but M. de Melville, who fully com- 
prehended What I had to ſay, added 
Julia! Yes, fir; rejoined I with tran- 
ſport, if you did but know Julia! 
I. am the child of your inſtrution— 
You have taught me to follow your 
example, to love virtue, to prize hu- 
manity, and I have found them both 

| Dy A 
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in Julia! I admire— I adore her! and 
cannot live without her! Ah! my 
dear nephew! (ſaid my uncle with 
emotion) your heart is deeply wounded, 
and you are preparing freſh 8 
for it! 


Terrified at theſe words, I exclaimed 
in an agony, that happineſs could ne- 
ver be incompatible with the poſſeſ- 
fion of Julia, Blind and infatuated 
young man! interrupted M. de Mer- 
ville, ſtop one moment, and inform 
me whether Julia is acquainted with 
your paſſion, and whether ſhe returns 
it? I cannot anſwer your queſtion, 
my dear Sir, replied I; for I have 
never been able to reveal my paſſien 
to her.—I only know my own feel- 
ings—my admiration of her,—and can 
ſcarce aſpire to ſuch exalted excellence. 
You 
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You may then ſtill fave yourſelf from 
deſtruction, cried my uncle; - you may 
ſtill ſubdue your paſſion. Truſt to 
my experience, and let us reaſon to- 
gether. | 


You love with ardour, are ignorant 
whether Julia returns your love, and 
yet would take the firſt opportunity 
of revealing it. Should ſhe prove 
inſenſible, what torments would be laid 
| up in ſtore for you! The virtuous 
Fulia, if ſhe be ſuch as you deſcribe 
her, cannot, after an avowal of your 
flame, let you. remain in a ſtate of 
ſuſpence: ſhe will open her heart, and 
perhaps refuſe your's. You may be 
_ compelled to fly her—fly her now 
for you cannot be one of thoſe ſenſe- 
leſs men who would perſevere in a 

hopeleſs paſſion, and perſecute the 
. D 4 object 
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object they adore.—Violence is ever 
unſucceſsful, and perſeverance does not 
always prevail. If your ſouls be not 


in uniſon, it is in vain that you look 


for happineſs. Let us even ſuppoſe 
you in poſſeſſion of Julia in ſpite of 
all obſtacles; eſteem and reaſon will 
not always ſupply the place of love: 
of this you are by no means con- 


vinced at preſent, but experience would I 


ſoon teach you that paſſion cannot be 
ſatisfied without a reciprocal flame. 
You would accuſe your wife of cold- 
neſs in ſpite of her attachment, would 


judge of her feelings by the ardour 


of your own, and upbraid her with 
the want of affection. Wounded by 


theſe reproaches, ſhe would endeavour 


to pleaſe you; love you greatly, and 


ſtrive to love you more, This would 


prove a Painful ſituation, would at 
length 
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length diiguſt her, and the more ſo 
becauſe ſhe felt herſelf innocent of the 

charge. Fatigued by this painful con- 
flict, your misfortunes would be reci- 
procal, and you would prove mutually 


unhappy. 


I had need of all the reſpect I 
felt for M. de Merville to hear him 
without interruption, as the picture he 
had drawn provoked me. I have 
| nothing of this ſort to fear with 
Julia, exclaimed I, when he had fi- 
niſned. Sweet, tender, and compaſ- 
ſionate as the is, ſhe cannot be in- 
ſenſible to love! Do you really love 
her? ſaid my uncle. Yes, certainly, 
replied I; how can you aſk the queſ- 
tion? Then tremble at. conſtituting 
her infelicity, ſaid M. de Merville, 
raiſing his voice; if your ſouls be 

Ds - really - 
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You would accuſe your wife of cold- 
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judge of her feelings by the ardour 
of your own, and upbraid her with 
the want of affection. Wounded by 
theſe reproaches, ſhe would endeavour 
to pleaſe you; love you greatly, and 
ſtrive to love you more. This would 
prove a painful ſituation, would at 
. length 
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length diiguſt her, and the more ſo 
becauſe ſhe felt herſelf innocent of the 

charge. Fatigued by this painful con- 
flict, your misfortunes would be reci- 
procal, and you would prove mutually 


unhappy. 


I had need of al the reſpect 1 
felt for M. de Merville to hear him 
without interruption, as the picture he 
had drawn provoked me. I have 
nothing of this ſort to fear with 
Julia, exclaimed I, when he had fi- 
niſhed. Sweet, tender, and compaſ- 
ſionate as fhe is, ſhe cannot be in- 
ſenſible to love! Do you, really love 
| her? faid my uncle. Yes, certainly, 
replied I; how can you aſk the queſ- 
tion? Then tremble at conſtituting 
her infelicity, ſaid M. de Merville, 
raiſing his voice; if your ſouls be 

Ds: really - 
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really allied to each other, and if hey 
paſſion be equal to your own, your 
miſery will be doubled; Julia will 
never conſent to become your wife 
without the approbation of her father; 
and you know his diſpoſitionz a man 
inflamed by the ill conduct of his 
wife, abſolute in his will, inſatiable in 
his revenge, and delighting in the 
misfortunes of others. His hatred to 
our family reaches even unto" you, 
and diſcloſes itſelf in his behaviour 
to his daughter. He will take a plea- 
fure in tormenting you, thwart your 
every wiſh, diſappoint all your ſchemes, 
Tee every thing in the wrong light, 
and Julia will be unhappy. 


Theſe words were like daggers to 
my heart, and I groaned aloud. Would 
[your Floricourt, (continued M. de 

Mervilk, 
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Merville, without paying the leaſt at- 
tention to what I did) conſent to make 
the woman you love miſerable ? The 
love you feel, and wiſh to inſpire her 
with, if indulged would not be eaſily 
eradicated ; her tears would flow in- 
ceſſantly, and deſpair would ſhorten 
her life; you would have reaſon to 
ſhudder at her ſufferings as well as 
your own, and to regret your loſt 
tranquility and that of the unfortunate. 
Julia, Before you give way to this 
paſſion, anticipate the future; reflect 
on what would be your feelings in 
caſe what I have ſuppoſed ſhould be 
realized; conceive the horror of hav- 
ing made her you love wretched, and 
of having made her miſery irremedi- 
able. Let me conjure you by every 
ſacred tie to pluck this fatal arrow 
from your boſom; or at leaſt ſuffer 
| 4 alone, 
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alone, and do not endeavour to draw 
another into perdition, eſpecially her 
you love. What would you think of 
a man who in a ſtate of imminent. 
danger ran to ſeek out his beſt friend, 
in order to expoſe him to almoſt cer- 
tain death? you would call him a 
wretch! a monſter! and yet you are 
yourſelf attempting the ſame thing. 
O my ſon! you, who ſhould be the 
conſolation. of my age,—the ſtaff of 
my infirmities, do not I beſeech you 
plunge a dagger into my heart by. 
depriving me of the hope of ſeeing 
you happy! I conjure you by your 
deceaſed- parents, by my afflicted heart, 
and even by that Julia whoſe happi- 
neſs ought to be dearer to you than 
your own, to conquer this fatal 
paſſion, 


The 
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The continuation of my uncle's 
ſpeech almoſt annihilated me. I re- 
mained immovable in a chair, and 
appeared without ſenſibility, except by 
the tears which flowed in torrents 
from my eyes, and the ſighs and 
groans which eſcaped from my boſom. 
I felt the full force of his reaſoning, 
and the diſtreſſing truths he uttered, 
but had never obſerved them before, 
my heart and foul being totally in- 
groſſed by Julia, and admitting no 
other object. 


M. de Merville now advanced to- 
wards me with the moſt tender ſoli- 
citude, but I turned my eyes far from 
him, and conſidered myſelf hurt and 
wounded by his refle&tions. He had 
diſſipated the cloud in which I had 
been enveloped, had torn the veil from 

my 
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my eyes, and had deſtroyed my fan- 
cied felicity. I therefore regarded him 
as my bittereſt enemy, and thought I 
ought to hate him. But reflection 
came at length to my aid, and con- 
vinced me I was wrong. I knew the 
purity of his intentions, the extent of 
his benevolence, and his unbounded 
affection for me. How could I then 
attempt to hate him !--hate my be- 
nefactor 


After having for ſome time floated 
in this contrariety of paſſion and irre- 
ſolution of fentiment, I came to my- 
ſelf: I know my duty, exclaimed I, 
but know not how to act! Oh my 
uncle my guardian — teach me how 
to ſubdue my paſſion teach me how 
to vanquiſh myſelf! You know not 
How deeply I am wounded—you know 
not 


* 
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not the tortures of my heart! Sup- 
port of my age, and conſolation of 
my days! replied M. de Merville, 
vour wound may bleed for ſome time, 
but you may make a glorious effort! 
you may fly from Julia! O heavens ! 
cried I, in an agony, \ without being 
able to utter a ſyllable more. An 
elevated ſoul, continued my uncle, is 
capable of all things, and riſes ſupe- 
rior to every obſtacle, when honour, 
duty, and virtue require it, Will you 
endeavour to obey me; will you ſhun 
Julia for ſome days; time may do 
the reſt. 


I cloſed with this dreadful propoſal, 

 —promiſed to obey him,—and reſolved 
to keep my promiſe, though my heart 
was rent to pieces at the time. I 


knew. the extent of my obligations to 
| M. de 


* „* 
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M. de Merville _ knew I owed 
every thing to his patronage and pro- 
tection, and fancied that by my obe- 


dience to him I ſhould render myſelf 


the more worthy of Julia, 


This laſt idea greatly compoſed me, 
and I ſupped with ſome degree of 
tranquillity, relying on my firmneſs. 
'The converſation of M. de Merville 
ſerved to ſtrengthen me in my reſo- 
lution : He recalled to my mind every 
hiſtorical fact, cvery inſtance of mag- 


nanimity, and my ſoul ſeemed to riſe 


in proportion to the examples of for- 


titude he adduced. I at length re- 


tired, tho not to reſt; endeavouring to 
keep up to the full tone of my re- 
ſolution; but that ſeemed exhauſted 
by my converſation with my uncle. 


1 I paſſed 
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I; paſſed the night in à ſort of 
afflicting calm, which holds a middle 
place between ſleep and wakefulneſs, 
ſeems a ſtate of annihilation, and bears 
the image of death. Day rouzed me 
from my lethargy, and I aroſe to di- 
vert myſelf. I wandered about, not 
knowing where I went, till J paſſed 
by the caſtle of M. d'Erlet, when I 
heaved a deep ſigh, —exclaiming fatal 
hatred land finding my reſolution 
forſake me, took towards a neigh- 
bouring wood, from whence I could 
diſcern the place which contained the 
incomparable Julia. My tears flowed 
in a torrent, and I totally forgot my 
reſolution, I advanced ſome ſteps to- 
wards the caſtle, reſolved to enter it 
once more, but the promiſe I had 
made my uncle, together with all that 


had preceded it, now recurring forci- 
bly 
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bly to my mind, I ſtopped :—Julia 


cried I in an agony, you know not 
the ſacrifice I make you, —and you. 


ſhall never know it! 


I returned home with reluctant ſteps, 
and paſſed eight days in this fituation, 
eat but little - ſighed continually 
and greatly afflicted my uncle. I dared 
not ſtir out in the day, and never 
rambled about, as my uncle always 
followed me, obſerved my dejected 
air, profound cogitations, and ſeeret 
conflicts, without ſaying a word, tho“ 
he was deeply intereſted in my con- 
cerns, and greatly: pitied my ſituation. 
1 would ſometimes throw myſelf at 
his feet, and beg pardon for my.im- 
becility of conduct, when he always. 
raiſed, embraced, and pitied me; ex- 
| borting 


f 


which were rendered doubly gloomy” 
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horting | me to perſevere. in my reſow | 


lation, 


In the evening I eſcaped from 'the 
caſtle, went directly to M. d'Erlets, 


and paſſed the night under the walls 
which ſurrounded the apartment of 


Julia; entering the gardens, and rov- 
ing along the dark walks of the park, 


by the ſhades of night. Julia walks 
here ſometimes! cryed I mentally, 
but now enjoys a ſweet repoſe un- 
known to me! I then penetrated into 
the groves, viſited every part, and 
exclaimed—this is her cuſtomary walk! 
this is a place ſhe often reſorts to! 


In one of theſe evening perambu- 
lations I found a work bag. I knew 
it to be Julia's, as 1 had ſeen her 

h wear 
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wear it; and concluded it had been 
left there by accident. I took it up, 
kiſſed it with ardour, and watered it 
with my tears, — examined its contents, 
and delighted in its poſſeſſion becauſe 
it belonged to Julia ——follies very 
excuſable at my age and in my ſi- 
tuation. The dawn of day put an 
end to my reveries, and I quitted the 
place, taking the work-bag with me. 


As I returned home I re-examined 
its contents, and found a letter addreſſed 
to the unfortunate —— promiſing them 

comfort, conſolation, and relief, the 
next morning. As Julia alone could 

have written this letter, I preſſed it 

to my lips, repeating her name a 

thouſand times, and reſolving to follow 
her example, or rather to precede her 

in her acts of beneficence, by relieving 
thoſe 
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thoſe diſtreſſed. and unfortunate beings 
ſhe had .promiſed to ſuccour, Julia 
will be made acquainted with my 
conduct, ſaid I mentally; ſhe will ho- 
nour. me with her eſteem; but alas 
. ſhall 1 never inſpire her with warmer 
ſentiments than thoſe of eſteem and 
friendſhip! ſhall I never obtain her 
love! | 


As the ſun was now up, I ran 
towards the objects of Julia's bounty; 
but being detained by my eagerneſs 
to hear her praiſe, I flayed till Julia 
herſelf appeared. I had promiſed to 
avoid her.— I had promiſed to ſhun 
the object of my love—but it was 
now impoſſible. In vain did I recall 
my reſolution—my vows—my pro- 
miſes :=an irreſiſtible impulſe held me, 
and riveted me to the place. Julia 

perceived 
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perceived my embarraſſment and bluſned. 
I had aſked her permiſſion to wait 
upon her, had obtained it, and had not 
ſeen her for fifteen days! She obſerved. 
ſome change in my countenanc, feared 
for my health, and enquired after it 
with a ſolicitude which redoubled my 
embarraſſment. I took one of her hands 
with tranſport, and applyed it to my 
lips by an involuntary motion; but 
reflection now coming to my aid, I 
let it go,—ſighed—wept—and retired: 
to ſome diſtance, 


Julia, with a grace peculiar to herſelf, 
now thanked me for anticipating her 
intention of relieving the diſtreſſed 3 
adding ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould not be 
taxed with indiſcretion if ſhe deſired 
me to accompany her a little farther. 
Tho' 1 trembled from head to foot, 

I followed 
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I followed her ſteps, not being able 
to reſiſt her powerful influence over 
me. | | 


As we were now alone in the open 
fields, Julia, who was very uneaſy at 
my change of countenance, aſked. me 
the cauſe of it? I could not reſiſt the 
queſtion, and replied it was her father's 
| hatred ; adding, that I hoped ſhe was 
not of his mind. Julia now dropped 
a tear, ſaying her heart was not made 
for. hatred; but that ſhe felt its effects, 
and was the victim of it. Does your 
father then hate you? exclaimed I, with 
tranſport ;—is there a man on earth 
that can reſiſt your tears! O did you 
but know my heart !—yet no! I ought 
to be ſilent! ought only to admire 
you! But why——oh why cannot I 
ſubdue your father's hatred to my fa- 
mily! 


mily hy cannot I obtain his pity ! 
I would facrifice my life —but alas! 
I am born to be unhappy : | 


vou born to be unhappy! cried 


Julia, with a look that penetrated my 
very ſoul; you cannot be in earneſt! 


My heart is ready to burſt ! exclaimed 
I;—but do not, do not interrogate 
me'!—for tho* I feel torments inex- 
preſſible, I will keep the fatal ſecret! 
my misfortunes ſhall be. confined to 
my own boſom——they ſhall not be 
participated—I renounce all hopes of 
happineſs—and will not even allow 
myſelf to think that things might 
have been otherwiſe. 


Julia now joining in my ſighs and 
tears, encreaſed my anguiſh. You pity 
me then, ſaid I;this is my only 

ITE happineſs, 
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happineſ the only pleaſure I am 

permitted to taſte the only one 1 
have reaſon to hope for! Her anguiſn 
no ſeemed to equal mine.—I ſaw her 
grow faint—I ſaw her ready to ſink 
under the exceſs of her ſenſibility— 
and ran towards her in order to pre- 
vent her falling. Heavens! what a 
ſituation! Julia in my arms —— her 
head reclined on my breaſt—her eyes 
wet with tears - and her boſom heav- 
ing with violent emotions! I trem- 
bled - ſhuddered and a burning fire 
ſeemed to dart through my veins. I 
preſſed her in my arms in ſpite of 
my reſolution, and cried O heavens ! 
behold what I am to loſe! O bar- 
barous relations! muſt you ever be 
at enmity! great God | thou canſt 
not will my death or my misfortunes ! 
thou canſt not cauſe my miſery! my 
Val.I, E happineſs _ 


_ 


. * 
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happineſs conſiſts in - the affection of 
Julia! of Julia whom I adore! My 
love! cried I to Julia, my heart has 
betrayed me, my ſecret is diſcovered, 
and I am undone! Julia now trem- 
bled, raiſed her head from my boſom, 


and difengaged herſelf from my arms. 


I threw myſelf at her feet, and ſaid 
every thing that the moſt lively paſ- 
fion could inſpire. I ſaw her eyes 
bathed in tears, her cheeks covered 
with vermillion . and. her whole coun- 
tenance expreſſive of ſatisfaction, ſoft- 
| neſs and love. My predicted miſ- 
- fortunes now fled like ſhadows: before 
the ſun, and 1 rejoiced in my felicity, 
inſenſible to every idea except that 
of loving and Beth en 


7 ulia, enfeebled by Ws Wen of 
2 gc looked at me with af. 
| fection: 


4 
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fection: Riſe, ſaid ſhe, and think of 


your ſituation and mine; be aſſured 


I love and honour virtue; preſerve 
therefore | to me this precious gift, 


and remember I am at the diſpoſal 


of my father, hard and obdurate as 
he is. Could you ſoften his heart, 


could you remove his diſlike—yet I 


dare not hope for it but of this be 
aſſured, that your happineſs will con- 
ſtitute mine this is all I can ſay— 
And all I wiſh, interrupted I with 
precipitation, My uncle! my bene- 
factor, will labor to make me happy; 


will obtain M. d*Erlet's conſent, as I 


am ſure of that of his daughter. 


You bluſh, my Julia! noble proof 


of an exalted ſoul, which prejudice 
has not been able to extirpate. Tou 


are yourſelf in all things, and I hope 


* ſhall not prove. unworthy of you. 


Ez 


Our 
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Our hearts were now diſcloſed to 
each other, and learned the full 
extent of my felicity. Julia diſcovered 

a thouſand mental treaſures I had till 
now been a ſtranger to, and her can- 
dour, ſimplicity, and unaffected virtue, 
diveſted of pride, rendered her till 
more the object of my adoration. We 
cannot command our inclinations, ſaid 
ſhe ; deſtined to be united, our ſouls 
diſcover / their counterpart, and fly to 
meet each other; vain are the obſtacles 
laid in their way; Floricourt cannot 

| deceive me he cannot be ſo baſe — 
kis ſentiments convince | me of his truth! 


After a warm, tender, and animated 
converſation with my beloved Julia, 
I retired, enraptured by the idea of 
_ enjoying without remorſe the affections 
_ of her I _ Let thoſe who can 
| recall 
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1 recall the effects of a firſt paſſion, 


its ſtrong intoxication, wild extrava- 
gancies, and chimerical notions, judge 
of my Tituation! I was now delivered 
of the burthen that had oppreſſed me— 
I was convinced of Julia's love—1 
therefore trod in air, and every ſur- 


rounding object became beautiful in 


my eyes. I congratulated myſelf on 
what I had done —and bid defiance 
to misfortune! The obduracy of M. 
d'Erlet no longer terrified me; for 
could he reſiſt my importunities; could 
he fail to avow the joy of having 
given birth to ſuch a daughter! And 
ſhould my efforts prove in vain, were 
not the affections of Julia enſured to 
me. Was not her heart in my poſ- 
ſeſſion? What could I fear F- hat 
could I wiſh for more? 


Sz 1 returned - 


* 
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I returned to my uncle's caſtle re- 


plete with flattering ideas; though E 


could not ſee M. de Merville again 
without recollecting the promiſe I had 
made him, and without bluſhing at 
what I had done. He received me 


with his accuſtomed kindneſs, embraced 


me tenderly, and told me he had ſeen 
Julia. She merits your eſteem and 
admiration, added he, and is worthy 
of ybur ſtrongeſt attachment. Placing 
myſelf in your ſituation, I feel what 


it would coſt me to triumph over a 
paſſion raiſed by ſuch an object! But 


your victory is the greater. It is 
doubly meritorious and doubly neceſ- 
ſary. What would be your ſenſations, 
and what would be your turpitude, ' 
had you endeavoured to rob her of 
her happy indifference ?—nevertheleſs I 
will * to her father, tho' I have 

|  bitle 


%S 
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little cauſe to expect any change in 
him: in the mean time I charge you 
to renew your efforts, and to endea= 
vour to ſubdue yourſelf. 4 

0 my uncle! exclaimed IL, it is 
now too late! Tou are ignorant 8 
my offence, and of what has juſt 
paſſed: Julia l—l did not ſeek her, 
I met her by accident I could not 
avoid ſpeaking. to her 1 could not 
quit her —ſhe is acquainted with my 
paſſion, and I with her's—— My 
happineſs is complete! O heavens! 
eried my uncle, what have you done? 
ah F loricourt — 


4 What man could have done other- - 
wiſe? replied I with precipitation, 
When Julia interrogated me, weep- 
ing, and wiſhed to comfort me, what 

E4  favage 
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ſavage could have been ſilent in ſuch 
a ſituation ?—what brutal heart could 
have been proof againſt her tender- 
ne? Conſumed by my paſſion, and 
_ ſinking under the burthen that op- 
preſſed me, how could 1 reſiſt the 
importunities of the woman I adored ? 
My ſecret is divulged Julia loves 
me——and I am the  happictt of 
men ! 


M. de Merville, who ſighed deeply 
during my relation, never once inter- 
rupted me, and remained ſilent for 
ſome time. Let us drop the ſubject, 
ſaid he at laſt; complaints are now 
uſeleſs ; the misfortune 1 apprehended 

and endeavoured to prevent, is come 
to paſs. I will however ſtrive to re- 

pair it: I will myſelf viſit M. d'Erlet, 
will exert all my faculties to move 
=: him, 
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him, and will leave nothing undone 
to make you happy. Floricourt, added 
he, you are my adopted ſon! I am 
far advanced in life, and cannot hope 
for many years; I approach the end 
of my career, and ſhall finiſh it with _ 
joy if you are happy: tho' M. d'Erlet 

is rich, property ſhall be no obſtacle 
to the propoſed union, ſince all I 
poſſeſs is from this moment your's. ' 


Saying theſe words he quitted me, 
and left me plung'd into mournful 
reflections by a part of what he had 
ſaid ; but theſe reflections ſoon yielded 
to the joyful hopes he had given me 
at the concluſion of his ſpeech. My 
whole ſoul was now engaged by the 
ideas of being united to Julia; my 
paſſion grew to exceſs, and my uncle 
became more dear to me than ever. 


K 5s What 


82 EFFECTS or THE PASSIONS. | 


What he had done, and what: he in- 
tended to do for me, tranſported me 
with joy, and I foreſaw nothing but 
felicity ! for the beloved, honoured, 
and revered M. de Merville had never 
yet pleaded in vain; and I was TROY. 
ſure of being” happy. 


I now flew to J with an inten- 
tion of intereſting her father in my 
favour by my reſpect and attention, 


and to prepare him for the overtures 


which were to be made him; but 


Julia, whom I perceived in the gar- 


den, ſoon induced me to forget the 


motive which brought me to the caſtle. 


I approached her with precipitation, 
told her all that had paſſed, and ac- 
quainted her with my ſanguine hopes 


of being happy. She took part in 


my ſatisfaction, and aſſured me ſhe 
greatly 
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: grea · ly reſpected M. de Merville, „ 
| whom ſhe had heard the higheſt en- 
comiums; adding he had no need of | 

being related to me in order to gain 5 
her eſteem, as ſhe was already con. 
vinced of his e merit. C 


Every thing now wore a different 
face with us, —a face of joy and glad- 
neſs! We walked together a great 
while, and even in thoſe very places | 
where I had paſſed ſo many wretched. 
nights. I pointed out to her the 
where I had found her work- 
g, and deſcribed my extravagancies 
* the occaſion. She ſeated herſelf 
in the very place, and I fat down 
by her fide, hearing the moſt tranſ- 
Porting aſſurances of her love. Ceaſe! 
Julia! faid I at laſt,—ceaſe to pro 
miſe me ſuch unbounded felicity ! left 5 
my 
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-my faculties prove unequal to the joy 
they inſpire! I now ſtopt,—regarded 
her with the moſt critical attention, 
and obſerved her every motion; being 
plunged into a fort of delirium, the 
ſenſations inſeparable from love were 
mute in me, I ſaw nothing beyond 
Julia; ſeeing—loving—and - admiring 
her, ſatisfied my every wiſh,—and I 
ſcarce recollected that ſo ſublime a foul 
inhabited a beauteous body ! 


I was rouſed out of this inebriety 
of mind by a noiſe which ſuddenly 
ſtruck mine ear, and announced the 
approach of M. d' Erlet. Julia and 1 
quitted each other with the utmoſt 
reluctance, our hearts being united by 
the ſtrongeſt ties, and animated by 
the hopes of poſſeſſing each other. 
I roſe 1 precipitation, though un- 
. 
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willingly, kiſſed Julia's hand with ar- 
dour, and ran towards M. d'Erlet, 


aſſuring him of my joy at meeting 


with him, and telling him I came on 
purpoſe to wait upon him, adding I 


had been eaſily prevailed on by his 


daughter to wait his return. 


He anſwered. me with a coldneſs 
which encreaſed in proportion to the 
profeſſions of regard I made him, 
and I retired greatly diſſatisfied with 
my viſit, and deeply wounded at his 
behaviour and the little attention he 
ſeemed to pay to my advances. A 
degree of fear now chilled my blood, 
and made me tremble; but when 1 
recollected the influence of M. de Mer- 
ville, and his promiſed exertions, my 


cheek reſumed its colour, and I fler 


to the caſtle to be informed of what 
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| Fe had reſolved. M. de Merville now 


told me he had already made application 


by a third hand to M. d'Erlet, and 


had propoſed a rich and unexcep- 
tionable alliance for his daughter, with - 
out mentioning the family name; 
adding that though the friend he 
employed had conducted himſelf with 
the utmoſt circumſpection, he could 
obtain no other anſwer from M. d Erlet 
but that his daughter was yet too 


young, — that he had long formed other 


fchemes,—and that he could by no 
means think of marrying her ſo ſoon. 


As this ill ſucceſs greatly diſtreſſed 
me, my uncle undertook: to ſpeak to 
M. d'Erlet himſelf, and promiſed to 
'exert his utmoſt influence to ſerve me, 
though without giving me any hope, 
or conceiving any himſelf; but as 1 
knew 
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knew the powers of M. de Merville, 
and the force and fire of his argu- 
ments, I indulged the moſt ſanguine 
expectations, not being able to conceive 
that any mortal could reſiſt his elo- 
quence. Yet though I now baniſhed 
all fear, I could not diveſt myſelf of 
impatience, and therefore urged my 
uncle to put his ſcheme into immediate 
execution, which he promiſed to do 
the next day. 


"Tis impoſſible to conceive the length 

of the preceeding night to my heated 
imagination. I paſſed it in forming 
the moſt powerful arguments to ſub- 
due the hatred of M. d'Erlet, and 
longed to communicate them to my 
uncle. I aroſe at break of day, and 
waited with the utmoſt impatience for 
M. de Merville's OO I looked 
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at my watch a thouſand times, and 
thought every minute an hour. The 
happy moment at length arrived, and 


T accompanied my uncle to the pre- 
cincts of M. d'Erlet's caſtle, urging 
him by repeated ſolicitations to rend 
his conſent from him. I then returned 
home, and waited with longing expec- 
tation for the reſult of this interview, 


Which proved to be as follows. 


M. d'Erlet was greatly ſurprized at 
my uncle's viſit, and diſcovered ſome 


degree - of embarraſſment. This was 


however ſoon diſſipated by the air of 
frankneſs and cordiality which the latter 
aſſumed. They now walked into the 


garden, and M. de Merville opened 


the converſation by declaring his un- 


eaſineſs at the enmity which had long 
ſubſiſted between them, as he was a 


friend 


motives of it. 
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friend to peace and harmony among 
relations; that he reflected with the 
utmoſt regret on the misfortune which 
had cauſed the ſeparation. between their 
families, and that being very deſirous 
of renewing their amity he had taken 
this opportunity of making the firſt 
| advances; he then added, that he can- 
didly confeſſed his family had been 
guilty. of errors with regard to M. 
d'Erlet, which he earneſtly entreated 
him to forget. — 


J hate nobody ! cried M. & Erlet 
with emotion; tho? I have been groſsly 
abuſed, and deeply injured : but the 
author of theſe inſults is now no 
more—let us drop. the ſubje&t.—I 
confeſs myſelf obliged to you for your 
viſit, and cannot but commend the 

As 


o 
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As my uncle now flattered himſelf 
that M. d'Erlet began to ſoften, he 


entered more deeply into the ſubject, 


and urg'd every motive that could 


induce M. d' Erlet to wiſh for their 


reunion. He then enquired after Julia, 


and mentioned me; declaring his in- 


tention of making me his heir. I have 

no nearer relation, added he, and my | 
heart gives him the preference. Julia 
is your daughter, and Floricourt can 
make her happy. | | 


ks this then the motive of your viſit ? 


exclaimed M. d'Erlet. Yes, replied 
my uncle inſtantly, I love and highly 
eſteem this young man, and am ſure 


you would do the ſame did you but 
know his merit. 1 !-—who!—what! 
interrupted M. d'Erlet in a rage;— 
I give my daughter to the relation 

of 
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of my bittereſt enemy! That enemm 
is now no more, cried my uncle, and 
your reſentment ſhould be buried in 
her grave. You have yourſelf con- 
feſſed, that the object ceaſing, reſent- 
ment ſhould alſo ceaſe:. Why puniſh. 
the faults of one individual by ex- 
K tending your hatred to the many who. 
are innocent? Floricourt eſteems, re- 
ſpects and honours you as the father 
of her he adores: his happineſs de- 
pends upon you, and Julia's upon 
him. Let us be reconciled I conjure 
you! we may yet ſee this union with 
joy, and partake their felicity. . Oh! M. 
d'Erlet! have compaſſion on my grey 
| hairs, and ſpare me the anguiſh of 
ſeeing Floricourt unhappy ! I proffer 
you my everlaſting friendſhip, and aſk 
no portion with Julia for my adopted 
ſon. Diſpoſe pecuniary matters as you 
pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, and let them depend on her 
future conduct and that of her hul- 
band: my fortune is conſiderable, and 
that fortune I inſure to Floricourt. 
To this noble and diſintereſted 
ſpeech M. d'Erlet made no reply, ap- 
pearing loſt in thought; which in- 


duced M. de Merville to reiterate all 

his arguments in order to obtain his 
conſent; and conjured him, with tears 
in his eyes, to grant his requeſt, and 


. an old man happy 

Tou aſtoniſh me aid M. FErlet, 
after a long pauſe. Give me time 
for reflection; - give me time to con- 
ſider of your propoſal Send your 
nephew to me to-morrow, and 1 will 
give him my anſwer. 


My 


\ 
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My uncle now quitted him, and 
was ſurprized to meet me in his re- 
turn home. I faluted him with an 
embarraſſed air, and aſked him a thou- 
ſand queſtions, dreading yet longing 
for his anſwers. He related every 
circumſtance of this converſation withe 
out either inſpiring me with hope, or 
Plunging me into deſpair, ſaying my 
fate entirely depended on the diſpo- 
ſition in which I ſhould find his neigh- 
bour the next * 


I made my uncle repeat M. d' Er- 
let's anſwers over and over again, 
and could diſcover nothing (after a 
thouſand inveſtigations) that could ei- 
ther afflict or terrify me. He had 
not poſitively refuſed,.—he had only 
aſked for time to conſider: nothing 
more natural, circumſtanced as we 

e were: 
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tt were: he had heſitated he would | 
have conſented on the ſpot——he was 
melted into tenderneſs—his obduracy i 
was gone—and I had nothing further 

to wiſh for. Thus did the flatterer 
Hope ſeduce me, and prevent my 
ſeeing that all my ſchemes of happi- 

0 neſs were chimerical. I thanked M. 
de Merville with the utmoſt warmth, 

1 and endeavoured to teſtify the exceſs 

of my gratitude for all his goodneſs 
to me, while he in his turn partici- 
pated my felicity, rejoiced in my fa- 
tisfaction, and partook my tears of 
Joy. 


> *Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the ar- 
dour of my impatience for the return 

= - of morning: ſuffice it therefore to ſay 
4 | I paſſed the night like the preceding 
41 done, but with Teſs inquietude, as J 
fancied 


- 
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fancied myſelf ſure of ſucceſs, and that 
Julia was already in my arms. I re. 
Joiced at the break of day, roſe with 
precipitation, and was preparing for 
my departure, when I was ſtopped by 
my uncle. Tis yet too ſoon, cried 
he; do not expoſe yourſelf to the 
reſentment of M. d'Erlet by breaking 
his repoſe, leſt your views ſhould be 
diſappointed. I heared him with im- 
_ patience—threw myſelf into a chair 
roſe in a minute—traverſed the room — 
ſeated myſelf again looked at my 
watch - and departed before the de- 
ſtined hour. 


1 walked. with haſty ſteps towards 
the caſtle of M. d'Erlet, and on my 
arrival there found he was -ergaged : 
| he however came to me in a few 


minutes, and defired 15 wou'd ſtay 
with 
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with Julia till his buſineſs was finiſhed. 
My tranſports on this occaſion are not 
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to be conceived: I ſwam in delight— 
was convinced M. d'Erlet was thoroughly 
ſoftened and that he was ready to give 
his conſent. I flew to Julia, whom 
I alteady looked on as my wife, and 
found her quite compoſed and tran- 


quil: this greatly ſurprized me, as I 
had no doubt of her father's having 


informed her of his determination in 
my favor, and of what had paſſed the 
preceding evening: but in this I was 
miſtaken, M. d'Erlet not having ſaid 
a ſyllable to his daughter of what had 


paſſed between him and my uncle: 


I now however acquainted her with 


it, but could with difficulty quiet her 
fears with regard to her father's ſilence 
on the ſubject, I however at laſt 


ſucceeded, by telling her that M. 


dErlet's 
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d'Erlet's motive could be no other 
than that of agreeably ſurprizing us 
by his unexpected conſent. bonnet 


We now yielded to the moſt ſan- 
guine hopes, and to all the tranſports 
with which love inſpires truly cap- 
tivated hearts when they ſee the 
impediments to their felicity removed. 
Julia, animated by my example, thought 
herſelf ſure of that kappineſs which we 
enjoyed by anticipation.” We threw 
ourſelves on our knees, returning 
thanks to heaven, and praying for 
the welfare of M. de Merville, who 
had ſo powerfully exerted himſelf to 
obtain our felicity, and for M. d'Erlet, 
who had conſented to our union. M. 
d'Erlet, who now entered the room, 
obſerved: our - poſition, heard our ſup- 
plications, and advanced towards us: 
Vol. I. Mi we 
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we approached him, ſtill on our knees, 
with tears of joy. ſand acknowledge- 


ment, endeavouring to kiſs his. hands - 


as a teſtimony of our gratitude. 


Riſe! ſaid he, with a voice that 


petrified us with fear what is it 


you thank me for? and what is it 
you rejoice in? Fools that you are, 


I only wiſhed to be convinced of your 


connection I-II can ſcarce believe my 


eyes or ears Julia! is this your 


duty ?—is this your ſanctity ?—to have 
diſpoſed of your heart without my 
_ conſent, and to have made known 
your fooliſh love without my appro- 
bation? As for you, baſe Floricourt! 


— 


remnant of a family that will be al- 


ways odious to me! by what illicit 
methods have you endeavoured to enter 
into my alliance? by artifice and ſe- 
| duction 


= 
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duction you have baſely contrived to 

gain the affections of a ſimple girl, 
and prevailed on her to forget ſhe 
has a father —a father who deteſts 
you—and who knows no other paſſion | 
chan that of hatred ! 


Oh! Sir! exclaimed I in an agony, 
(being plunged from the height of 
felicity into an abyſs of woe, while 
Julia wept at my fide, and the bar- 
barian turned from us with an air of 
contempt) can you be ignorant of the 
power of love? your dreadful reproaches 
plunge a dagger into my heart 
you flattered my uncle with the pleaſ- 
ing expectation! I have promiſed 
nothing! ſaid he with fury and 
this power of love exiſts not but in 


your own imagination! I am the 


father of Julia, and ought to have 
„ been 
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been conſulted before her. Vou ſhould 


firſt have obtained my conſent. But 


be gone from this place, for ſhe ſhall 
never be your's! Julia! added he, 
you will with difficulty obtain my 
pardon, and obliterate the impreſſions: 
of your ill conduct. You have loſt 
my confidence !—T . charge vou to have 
no further connection with. Floricourt | 
Tran ſhall never be his wife - you 
are my daughter, and I will be 
obeyed— and the moſt - dreadful ven- 
geance ſhall purſue you if you dare 
to diſobey my commands! As for 


you, Sir! ſaid he, turning to me, do 


not attempt to ſee Jn; 
ſhall have a ſtrict eye on 


duct, and whether ſhe approves it or » 
not ſhe will herſelf be” the victim. 
I have prepared another huſband for 
her quit my houſe !--and beware 


of 
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ef coming hither again, if you value 
either Juli or her I 


Saying - cheſs words he quit the 
room, dragging Julia with him. Bar- 
barian! I was going to ſay, but my 
tongue refuſed its office, and I fell 
ſenſeleſs on the floor; in which ſtate 
I was by his orders carried out of his 
houſe, and placed in the road which 
led to my uncle's caſtle. I ſoon 
came to myſelf; and tranſported with 
blind fury, returned to the place from 
whence 1 came, in order to load the 
mercileſs d' Erlet with reproaches, and 
plunge a dagger in his cruel heart. 
But the doors were ſhut, and I knocked 
without gaining admittance. In vain 
did I ſupplicate, -in vain did I fue 
for an entrance into this inacceſſible 
houſe, for all ſeemed deaf to me. 

N . Time 
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Time however cooled my rage, and 
made me tremble at what I had in- 
tended. I now repreſented to myſelf 
the tiger d'Erlet as on the point of 
executing his menaces, and preparing 
tortures for his unfortunate daughter, 
and returned to the road which led 
to my uncle's caſtle with rage and 


deſpair in my heart. 


I walked with a wild diſtracted pace, 
and neither ſaw or heard any thing. 


My uncle came to meet me; and my 


affectionate friend Vilſon, who was juſt 
arrived, and impatient to ſee me, ac- 
companied him. As I had no per- 
ception of them, Vilſon called me by 


my name, and ran towards me. I 


could not however recollect him, or 
my uncle who now embraced me. I 


looked at them in turn with a vague 
inattention, 
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inattention, and ſeemed for a while to- 
tally loſt to refſection. I however at 
laſt diſtinguiſhed them, and ſaw my 
uncle (who was terrified at my condition) 
turn his eyes upon me with aſtonifh- 
ment. He dared not interrogate me, 
as my countenance declared the ſitua- 


tion of my heart; though he longed 


to be informed of what had paſſed, 


He now ſought for proper terms to 
expreſs his impatience for an eclair- 
eiſſement, and finding none, took me 
by the hand with emotion, ſaying, well ? 
I am the moſt miſerable of men! 
cried I—a man without hope I— Julia 
is deſtined to another and death 
alone —ſaying theſe words I fell ſenſe- 
leſs at his feet, and was carried to 
my apartment, where by proper af- 

F 4 ſiſtance, f 
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fiſtance, care, and aſſiduity, I came 
to myſelf. 


I now beheld my uncle and Vilſon 
plunged into the deepeſt diſtreſs, and 
ſhedding tears of anguiſh. All is 
now ines! cried I to my uncle ;— 
Hope is extinct—and your predictions 
are verified! They endeavoured to 
raiſe my ſpirits by promiſing new 
methods—new efforts to ſerve me; 
conjuring me to live for Julia. This 
name acted like a charm, and brought 
me from the gates of death. I re- 
covered from a ſtate of weakneſs 
and delirium in- about three days, and 
the firſt uſe I made of my ability 
was to return to the caſtle of M, 
d*Erlet, where I learnt, to my great 
diſappointment, that he had quitted the 


place immediately after our laſt inter- 
view, 
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view, and had tiken: his Mughber wan 
bn 0 


Torn by diſappointment, I returned 
to my uncle, prevailed on him to 
follow M. d'Erlet, - and the vacation 
being almoſt ended, we ſet out together, 
accompanied by my friend Vilſon. As 
my mind was totally engrofſed by 
Julia, I talked of nothing elſe all the 
way we went, and enquired after her. 
in every place we came to. 


Arriving at a village, where the 
neceſſity of refreſhment obliged us to 
ſtop, I obſerved the livery of M. d'Erlet, 
and darting out of the carriage, en- 
tered an inn where I thought I ſhould 
find the object of my adoration. I 
ran up the firſt ſtair caſe I came to 

F 5 opened 
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opened a door—crofſed two rooms 
with haſty ſteps—came- to a third, 


which I found locked—and endeavour- 
ing to open the door made a noiſe. 


Who is there? cried a voice that 
penetrated my very ſoul. Have I 


then found you again! - exclaimed I, 


trembling from head to foot—O happy 
Floricourt? Somebody now-ran to the 


door, opened it with precipitation, and 


I fell into Julia's arms, What a 


moment! yet embittered with fear, 
perturbation, and anguiſh ! 


Ah! Floricourt! ſaid ſhe at laſt, 
do not aggravate my ſufferings! IL 
expect my father every minute! his 
obſtinacy and cruelty are the leaſt 
difficulties I have to contend with; 
he intends to marry me to a man I 
hate 
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hate—ſtudies to make me miſerable— 
and embitters the life he gave. My 
ſoul is united to yours by an indiſ- 
foluble bond—a bond that ſhall never 
be broken by me. While I have 
life I will be your's! Live for my 
fake! My father may prevent our 
union, but the love we bear each 
other is beyond his reach! Rely on 
my conſtancy ;—neither time nor ab- 
- ſence ſhall efface it!—love me always 
 —and be gone—let me hear from 
you—we ſhall live in the ſame town. 
But I detain you at my penl:—we 
may be ſurprized every inſtan. be 
gone ! be gone! Hearing M. d*Erlet's 
voice at this moment, I preſſed Julia's 
hand to my lips with an ardor eaſily 
to be conceived—took one of her 
bracelets, which contained her picture, 

from 
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from her arm, and eſcaped without 
notice, 


I now returned to my uncle and 
Vilſon, informed them of this inter- 
view, and they participated my joy. 
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He extty are the 40 of a 


lover renewed how nearly al- 
lied are exceſſive deſpair and unbounded 
confidence in the object we love! 
The ſtrong aſſurances Julia had juſt 
given me of her conſtancy diſſipated 
a part of my uneaſineſs, and the 
conduct of my uncle and Vilſon al- 
maſt baniſhed the reſt. They ſoothed 
me into compoſure, ſtrengthened my 
hopes, and promiſed me to form new 
ſchemes to ſubdue the Wy of M, 
2 


Elated wich theſe "FEY I m 
But how different were 
x mh 


at 
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my feelings from thoſe with which 1 
left it — I now ſcarce attended to 
the common rules of politeneſs; and 
the viſits I was under the neceſſity 
of receiving and paying were my 
torment. I bitterly regretted the free- 
dom and ſolitude I enjoyed in the 
country, and when this irkſome eti- 
quette was ended, ſhut myſelf up in 
| my apartment, thought of nothing 
but Julia, and deviſed the moſt pro- 
bable methods of ſeeing her again. 
— knew it was impoflible to viſit 
her, and yet ardently wiſhed to fee 
her, in order to communicate my ſen- 
timents, acquaint her with the tor- 
ments 1 endured, and with the tran- 
fient gleams of hope which ſometimes 
cheared me, 


Involved in theſe perplexities, I flew 
to the houſe of Vilſon, and tore him 
+ . from 
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from that ſolitude, thoſe - ſtudies, and 
thoſe labors, whoſe cauſe I was ſtill 
unacquainted with. I poured out my 
foul in his boſom, informed him of 
the pangs I ſuffered, and implored 
his conſolation and aſſiſtance. He heard 
me with the inexhauſtible patience pe- 
culiar to himſelf, and. was not in the 
leaſt diſguſted by my tireſome repeti- 
tion of the ſame thing: he knew the 
neceſſity of communication in my ſtate, 
pitied my ſituation, commiſerated my 
ſufferings, and joined his tears with 
mine. His calm and tranquil mind 
examined all my ſchemes, weighed 
them in the ſcale of reaſon, rectified 
their errors, formed new ones, and 
conceived the happy idea -of convey- 
ing my letters to Julia, and of re- 
ceiving her anſwers in return. 


an 
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As Julia was adored in her father's 
houſe, and all the domeſtics ſaw her 
tears with regret, (being made ac- 
quainted with my paſſion and the 
overtures of M. de Merville by the 
fury and indiſcretion of M. d*Erlet) they 
filently execrated his barbarity, com- 
paſſionated the ſufferings of his daughter, 
and were FRY devoted. to me. 


IJ ſoon chenifore ebend em Julia 
anſwers to my letters, which at once 
conſtituted my conſolation and deſpair; 

the aſſurances of her love tranſporting 

me with pleaſure, and the cruelty of 

her father plunging me again into 
hopeleſs deſpondency. An old female 
ſervant, who had been preſent at. Ju- 
lia's birth, judging, in conformity to 
the intereſted views of the world, 
that my alliance would do honour to 
z her 
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her young miſtreſs, haſtened to inform 
me (in whoſe favor ſne was ſtrongly 
intereſted) of all that had paſſed. 
The mercileſs d'Erlet was of a dif- 
ferent opinion, who thought himſelf - 
in the zenith of his glory when he 
had it in his power to reject and 
mortify the Floricourts, who had dared 
to think him | honoured by their al- 
liance; his obduracy and unbounded 
cruelty embracing this happy oppor- 
tunity of avenging his humbled. 
pride. 5 ol „ 


The cruel ſtate of uncertainty in 
which I now lived becoming at length 
inſupportable to me, my uncle yielded 
to my repeated ſolicitations of again 
viſiting M. d'Erlet, and renewing- his 
propoſals in my favor; which he ac- 
W with the moſt ſplendid 
| offers 
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| offers of profit and advantage * But 


this relentleſs tyrant, dead to every 


feeling except that of mortifying the 
Preſident Merville, and rejecting his 


proffered kindneſs, anſwered coldly, 
that he did not chuſe to marry his 
daughter; that M. de Floricourt, as 
heir to the Preſident's fortune, might 


do much better; and that he had 


particular views with regard to his. 


daughter that nothing on earth ſhouldl 
ever induce him to change. 


Neither the humiliation, tears, or 
entreaties which M. de Merville af- 
terwards made uſe of, could make the 


leaſt impreſſion on this heart of ada- 
mant; and he returned to me more 
hurt and wounded by his ill ſucceſs 
aon my account, than exaſperated on 


his own, He would not however de- 
4 | prive 
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prive me of all hopes at once, and 
therefore prevailed on ſome diſtinguiſhed | 
characters of weight and influence to : 
ſpeak to M. d'Exlet on the ſubject : 


but they obtained no other anſwer 


from this inflexible man than this, 
that if M. de Floricourt could place 
a diadem on the head of his daugh- 
ter, ſhe ſhould not be his wife. This 
declaration was accompanied with ſo 
much. fury and reſentment, that thoſe- 
who had intereſted themſelves in my 
favour, ſhocked at his brutality, ſoon” 
deſiſted from their fruitleſs ſolicita- 
tions, leſt they ſhould expoſe them-. 
ſelves to further inſults. 


Theſe repeated panes to ffs 
the heart of the cruel d' Erlet re- 
doubled his ill humour, which he 


| barbarouſſy vented on his unhappy 
daughter. 
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daughter. After having diſcarded all 
| thoſe who came to ſolicit him in my 
favor, he ran up to Julia in the ut- 
moſt wrath, and finding her in tears, 
exclaimed, unworthy of my affection t 
unworthy of being my daughter! 
thou weepeſt becauſe thou art denied 
an huſband who is the object of my 
hatred !-he adores you l- my reſiſt- 
ance plunges him into deſpair !—F 
plant a dagger in his heart, and am 
re venged l- you are at liberty to renew. 
your ſobs and tears but my preſence 
becomes irkſome to you—you wiſh 
for my death that you- may indulge 
your fooliſh paſſion—you wiſh to be 
rid of a troubleſome father, who lives 
too long, and for whoſe. diſſolution 
you Oe ara „ 


Oh! my 
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Oh! my father! cried Julia, ſhedd- 
ing a flood of tears. Ceaſe that name! 


interrupted the furious d' Erlet, for you 
profane the title! Can you then, Sir, 
(ſobbed the diſconſolate Julia) can 
you really afflict me to this degree? 
Renounce your lover, then! returned 


the barbarian, —renounce ' your Plori- 
court land you ſhall be reſtored to 
my favor. Ah! Sir! heaven knows 
(ſaid Julia) how much I prize your 
affection] but your reſentment . blinds 
you—What has Floricourt done, or 
what your unhappy daughter, that you 
ſhould perſevere in puniſhing the in- 


nocent? Theſe remonſtrances exaſpe- 


rated him ſtill more, and he vented 


his rage in reproaches againſt his 


daughter, and in execrations againſt 
me; declaring ſhe deſerved, puniſhment, 
and that he would puniſh her for ever! 

You 
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You wiſh for an huſband, added he; 


your deſires ſhall be gratified, but 
not by him you have ſo baſely choſen. 
You ſhall marry—you ſhall marry M. 
de Oh heavens! exclaimed 


Julia, do not, Sir! oh! do not thus 
cruelly afflict me do not terrify. and 


diſtreſs me !—I will marry nobody! 
Nobody but Floricourt. you mean, in- 
terrupted the tyrant. But do you not 
know your father? you wiſh to ſoften 
me, as T would have done your mo- 


ther, when by the moſt abject ſub- 
miſſions I ſought to gain her love. 
Did J prevail with her ?—and can you 


hope to prevail with me? I treat you 


as I have been treated-and follow 
the example of your mother. 


Saying theſe words he quitted her, 


| xotally unconcemed about the dreadful 


ſtate 
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9 in which he had left her; and 
whether 8 he meant to marry her or 


not he made preparations for it. He 


now went in ſearch of M. deü„ß⸗.,, 
a man of conſiderable property, whoſe 
avarice was equal to his wealth, his 


only pleaſure confiſting in the  aceu-+ 


mulation of money. This man rea- 
dily cloſed with M. d'Erlet's ſcheme. 
of marrying his daughter, as her for- 
tune intereſted his paſſion for gold, — 
the only paſſion he knew. Such was 
the huſband intended for Julia, and 
ſuch was the man preſented to her. 
She received him with horror! treated 
him with contempt, and conſequently 
encreaſed her father's rage againſt her. 


I heard of theſe tranſactions with 
horror! and deſpair giving me ſtrength, 
I vowed revenge! O Vilſoal.cried I, 
= 


| 
| 
| 
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this is too much al hope is loſt 
to me!—I have only one alternative 
left, either to loſe Julia for ever, and 
die of diſpair, or carry her off from 
her unnatural father! What madneſs 
inflames you? cried Vilſon, terrified 
at my vehemence; have you conſidered 
the fatal conſequence of ſo wild an 
enterprize? I have conſidered all! re- 
turned I—all is horrible but the loſs 
of Julia Is ſtill worſe! 


Blind and ſenſeleſs as you are, ſaid 
Vilſon, ſtopping me, for I was going, 
would you plunge a dagger in your 
_uncle's breaſt, embitter the remnant 
of his days, and make him miferable 
who has done ſo much to ſerve you? 
Oh my friend! exclaimed I, fixed in 
aſtoniſhment, (a croud of ideas now 
Tuſhing into my mind) ſay no more, 
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for you have pierced my very ſoul | 
that poor old man !—what do I not 
owe him? Oh my uncle !--my dear 
uncle !—I will not prove myſelf un- 


_ worthy of you !—You' ſhall not have 


reaſon. to upbraid yourſelf with having 


| educated a ' monſter of ingratitude ! 
for ſuch I ſhould be were I to make 
you miſerable But then my deareſt 
Julia !=-what am I without her? and 


what comfort can I afford my uncle? ; 


deſpair, will overwhelm me, and poiſon 
all my days—my fatal paſſion . will 
prove my misfortune—and my miſ- 
fortune will conſtitute his! 


While I was in this ſtate of tumult, 
diſtreſs, and inquietude, Julia's old 
chambermaid entered. Ah, Sir! ſaid 
ſhe, burſting into tears, Julia is loſt 
to you for ever! What is it you 


Vol, I. WD lay? 
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ay? interrupted 1 with vehemence; 
the barbarian her father cannot ſurely 
have forced her into a marriage with 
the monſter de ——: If he has, 
let him tremble at the fury of a 
deſperate man Ia man whe no longer 
values his life, and who looks on the 
grave as his aſylum! Saying theſe 
words I ſunk into a ſtate bordering 
on annihilation, while the old woman, 
collecting all her powers, . proceeded 
thus: Julia is not married, nor likely 
to be ſo; but ſhe is nevertheleſs loſt 
to you: your correſpondence is diſ- 
covered, and M. d'Erlet, who has juſt 
taken a letter from me by ſurprize, 
has aſſembled all his family, loaded 
me with reproaches, and diſcarded me 
from his ſervice: he has ordered Julia 
to attend him, and has addreſſed her 


chus; To are then reſolved to indulge 
your 
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your paſſion, diſobey my commands, 
and matry Floricourt ? all my ſervants 
are corrupted, and I have not a faith- 
ful domeſtic left. But I will revenge 
this inſult, and your tears ſhall not 
avail you! I will be obeyed! Marry. 
"the man I have choſen! 


Julia now threw herſelf at her father's 
feet, .embraced his knees, and wept 
bitterly ; imploring him to revoke his 
cruel purpoſe, or at leaſt defer it. 
Do you then think to deceive me, 
anſwered he? o excite my compaſſion, 
and gain time, in order to proſecute 
your fooliſh paſſion and confirm your 
diſobedience? But know, I am inac- 
ceſſible to pity, and ceaſe to deceive 
yourſelf you ' ſhall never marry the 
object of my hatred even my death 
| thall not remove the impediments that 
Ge 1 wil 
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1 will raiſe between you my reſo- 
Jution 1s taken—either marry M. de 
— — this very hour, or a con- 
vent ſhall be your fate! - This is your 
only alternative, and I- leave you to 
make the election. | 


Ah, Sir! faid Julia, in an agony 
of ſighs and tears. You make your 
choice! replied her father; but do 
not think of delay, for you ſhall quit 
me in a few hours !—you ſhall enter 
into a convent, and I will myſelf ſee 
you take the veil! You ſhall be ſhut 
up in a cloiſter, ſhall be ſeparated 
from your Floricourt, and I go to 
prepare for your reception! Saying | 
theſe words, he left his diſconſolate 
daughter in a ſtate of deſpair, and 
immediately went to the convent of 
the Dames de Sainte — 


__ 
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My ſituation at this recital is ſcarce 
to be imagined, much leſs deſcribed. 
I remained for ſome time in a ſtate of 
total inſenſibility, with my eyes fixed 
on the ground, while Vilſon looked at 


me with commiſeration. And ſhall 1 


tamely ſuffer this! exclaimed I at laſt, 
ſtarting from my chair; (my rage and 
tranſport now becoming equal ro my 
former ſtupefaction) ſhall Julia be ſhut 
up in a convent !—ſhall ſhe be ſepa- 
rated from me by eternal grates !— 
ſhall I loſe the object I adore! In- 
human fathers ! by wat righ!—by what 
privilege do ye thus cruelly diſpoſe of 
your children? But this deteſted ſcheme 
ſhall never take place - Barbarous 
d'Erlet it cannot !—Julia is mine by 
the moſt ſolemn. vows !—ſhe is mine 
by the ſtrongeſt ties of affeftion !— 

e 


126 EFFECTS er rue PASSIONS. 


and I will never ſuffer — I will never 


bear this cruel ſacrifice! 


I now ruſhed out of the houſe with 
a fury in my looks and motions that 
aſtoniſned all beholders, while Vilſon 
all the while followed and endeavoured 
to ſtop me. I walked with haſty 
ſtrides to the convent already men- 
| tioned, and ſeeing M. d'Erlet juſt 
quitting it, I ran towards him, but 
looking at me with a ſmile of de- 
riſion, he paſſed on with great com- 
poſure, and left me in a ſtate little 
ſhort of madneſs. 


. dragged me into his 
houſe, which conſtituted a part of the 
convent, (though it ſeemed, by the 
| Interpoſition of the church, another 
building) and exerted all his faculties 


— 
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to diſſipate my affliction: he ſoothed 
me by his compaſſion, cheared me 


with falſe hopes, and animated me by 
vain expectations. But theſe efforts 


would perhaps have proved fruitleſs had; 


not a letter from Julia been at this mo- 


ment put into my hands. After 
having acquainted me in it of her 
father's cruel determination, ſhe aſſured 


me of, her unalterable love, repeated 
her vows of conſtancy, and ſolemnly 


only. mine. 


—— 


G are not impenetrable, aid 
1 mentally, after having read the letter. 


1 may ſurely be permitted to fee 


Jula.—Thoſe who inhabit theſe. cloiſ Fed 
ters cannot be void of humanity ! they 


will feel for my ſituation—and I ſhall 
ſoften their hearts! Theſe pleaſing 
| „ reflections 


proteſting to me that ſhe would be 


9 
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reflections ferved in ſome meaſure to 
| . calm and compoſe my mind, while the 


flatterer Hope, that mental aliment of 
the unfortunate, almoſt ſubdued my 
1 lbs. 


| Julia was however ſoon nr con- 
ducted to che convent of the Dames 
de Sainte, and introduced as one 
who was never to quit it more. The 
advantages promiſed to this houſe by 
M. d' Erlet were ſo conſiderable, and 
the portion he gave with his daughter 
ſo extraordinary, being treble the ſum 
uſually paid on theſe occaſions, that 
they dazzled the Superior; while the 
pPreſents he laviſhed on the nuns con- 
ciliated their affections, and rendered 
them the inſtruments of his power. 
Julia was admitted among the can- 
didates; but M. d'Erlet ſhortened: this 
. ; 5 ; time 
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time of probation by his gold; ſub- 
jected the whole community to his 
ſchemes ; ; convinced them of the ne- 
ceſſity of keeping his daughter from 
all communication with ſtrangers; and 


as intereſt makes every Nun an in- 


flexible Argus, Julia was moe watched. 


Avarice, that mean a criti paſ- 
Fe reigns in theſe folemn retreats, as 


it too dften does in the world; and 


I found, to my inexpreſſible anguiſh, 
that to this powerful principle, gold; 
ſo profuſely ſcattered by M. d' Erlet, 


all the community were ſubſervient. 
In vain did I make uſe of every 
poſſible method to ſee or write to Ju- 


lia, in vain did I promiſe rewards, 
in vain endeavour to move them by 
compaſſion, for all hearts were ſhut to 
me; my only pleaſure now conſiſting 


& 5 in 
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in watching the opportunity of ſeeing 
Julia dong the grate of the choir, 
though an hateful curtain, always drawn 
on theſe occaſions, almoſt obſtructed 
my view: Julia plainly diſcovering me 


from within, while [ ſcarcely diſcerned | 
her. from without. | 


Two months elapſed in this ſtate 
of cruel ſolicitude, and the moment 
approached when Julia was to take 
the white vail, -and enter into her 
Noviciate, every dreadful preparative 
announcing the fatal eee 


I now became outrageous. I flew 
to the houſe of M. d*Erlet, and ap- 
prehending no impediment to ſeeing 
him, entered, but was ſoon ſtopped by 
a domieſtic, who on my aſking to ſee 


his ' maſter told me he was engaged. 
| Regardleſs 
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Regardleſs. of what he ſaid, and loſt: 
to all fear, I ruſhed towards his apartment, 
croſſed his anti- chamber and two other 


rooms, and entered into his cloſet with 


a menacing and furious air. He at 
firſt ſeemed terrified at my appear- 
ance; but ſoon recovering himſelf, 
what do you do here, Sir, ſaid he? 
is it by this intruſion and deportment 
that you mean to recommend yourſelf 
to me as a ſon in law? 


Theſe words recalled my ſcattered 
ſenſes, and 1 addreſſed him thus: O! 
M. d'Erlet ! take pity, not on me, 
but on your unfartunate daughter! 
'Do not! O do not compel her to 
the barbarous ſacrifice prepared for her! 
I Rand in need of no advice, anſwered 
he coldly ; my daughter appertains to 
me; I know what 1 ought to do, 

and 
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deſpiſe your council. — Be gone! and 
let me ſee you no more! O heavens! 
cried I diſtractedly,. -O monſter l 
unfeeling wretch — and caſting my eyes 
on a ſword which ſtood in a corner, 
J ruſhed towards it in a ſtate of 

deſperation, and ſeizing it with fury, 8 
drew it out of the ſcabbard. 


What is it you mean * any wretch 
that thou art! cried M. d'Erlet, ter- 
rified at my action and furious aſpect, 
To encounter death! replied I, or 
recover Julia.—O! M. d'Erlet! grant 
her to my unbounded love ! at leaſt 
do not confine her to a cloiſter !— 
fet her at liberty—and FE will from 
this moment give up all claims to her l 
But let her not be forced! take this 
ſword, which I ſeized in a moment 
of diſtraction— yield it to the father 
Bt; 1 „ 
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of Julia - plunge it into my heart 
avenge yourſelf, and puniſn me hut 
ſpare your. innocent. . daughter! EY 

To this fpeech he made nog fert F 
returned the ſword into the place 
from which I had taken it; reſumed . 
his courage; and ſaid, with a rough 
unfeeling tone of voice, ceaſe theſe 
vain and fruitleſs efforts! I will attend 
to nothing !—Julia's fate is already 
decided learn by my example, if 


ever you ſhould become à father, to 


puniſh the obſtinacy of your children, 


Barbarous man! cried I, can nothing 


ſoften you l- then plunge your ſword 
into my breaſt, and at leaſt relieve 
me by death! O M. d'Erlet! can you 
be devoid of pity give me Julia, 


or give me death! The barbarian now 


looking at me with a malignant ſmile, 
| expreſſed 
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expreſſed | himſelf thus; 4: triumph in 
humbling the pride of the Floricourts: 
and the Mervilles, whom I now fee 
erouching at my feet !—Riſe ! added he; 3 
you ſupplicate in vain} all your 
conceſſions are to no purpoſe they 
have not the leaſt effect upon me, 
and I deſpiſe rather than pity you! _ 


No words can deſcribe my ſenſations 
at this inſtant. A thoufand conflicting 
paſſions ſtruggling in my breaſt, kept 
me mute and motionleſs, while M. 
d'Erlet taking advantage of my im- 
becility, made his eſcape. Coming to 
myſelf by degrees, I roſe with indig- 
nation, bluſhed at having humbled 
myſelf before this deſpicable man, and 
hating myſelf for my meanneſs, fled 
from this deteſted houſe, 1 now ran 
to my 3 (where I ſhut myſelf 
up) 
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- with down caſt eyes, leſt thoſe 
| whom I met ſhould diſcover my 'hu- 
miliation, and defpiſe me for it. 


To this ſtate of indignation and 
ſhame ſucceeded another, where Love 
preſided. This maſter paſſion baniſhed 
all ideas which were not ſubſervient 
to it's power, and I now faw only 
Julia——Julia! and the fatal obſtacle 
which was about to ſeparate. me from 
her! I exerted all my faculties for 
ſome expedient to counteract the fatal 
purpoſe of M. d'Erlet; and as my 
uncle was my only reſource, I flew 
to him, I embraced his knees, con- 
feſſed what J had done, and conjured 
him to aſliſt me. O Sir! ſaid I, to- 
morrow is the fatal day !—fly to the 
biſhop—uſe your utmoſt influences 
prevail o on him to oppoſe this dreadful 

| ceremony 
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ceremony a ceremony as cruel as 


unjuſt !--a ceremony which humanity 


diſavows, reaſon reprobates, and reli- 
gion ſhudders at! 


| M de Merville embraced me, com- 
plied with my requeſt, and uſed his 


utmoſt influence with the Biſhop: 
but as this prelate was a weak man, 
M. d'Erlet had. already prevented the 


efficacy of every remonſtrance, by per- 


ſuading him that the intereſt of reli- 
gion was concerned in haſtening this 


fatal ceremony. What was I now to 


do, and what indeed could I do ?— 
I: roſe at break of day, ran to the 
church of the Dames de Saint ———— 
with enthuſiaſtic rage, and entered 
among the firſt. of thoſe who came in 
crouds to ſee this awful ceremony. 
ps was . dreſſed with the utmoſt 


pom P- 
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pomp, as is uſual on cheſe occaſions.z 
and a curious multitude and iron grate: 
ſeparated me from her. 92 


As the Biſhop was indiſpoſed, the 

Grand Vicar (who ſupplied his place) 
ſoon arrived, and the ſacrifice imme- 
diately began. As my loud exclama- 
tions interrupted the ceremony, I was 
commanded to be filent ; but the agi- 
tations of my mind ſurmounting all 
oppoſition, I exclaimed louder than 
ever, Heaven, cried I, cannot approve 
of vows thus cruelly extorted !-—yows 
already pledged to me! I proteſt 
againſt ſuch violence! I proteſt againſt 
ſuch crueky ! 


Julia ſeemed to anſwer the Grand 
Vicar with great firmneſs; but the 
noiſe made in the church prevented 


— 
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my hearing what ſhe ſaid. Some in- 


human wretches now laid hold upon 


me, compelled me to quit the place, 
and conducted me home; where Vil- 
| ſon joined me in about an hour, and 


told me all was over. He had re- 
mained 1n the church till the ceremony 
was finiſhed; had ſeen the fatal ſciſ- 
fars applied to the hair of Julia ; 
had ſeen her bow her head to their 
malignant power; and had ſeen the 
veil thrown over her; tho' he had 
been at too great a diſtance to hear 


what was ſaid in the firſt part of this 


ceremony, the latter being inveloped 
in the moſt profound ſilence. 


As I knew it was cuſtomary for 
the new Nuns to come to the grate + 
the day after the ceremony, and to 
flute all thoſe who preſented them 
7 Elves, 
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ſelves, I had prepared a letter; but 
Vilſon, who was doubtful of my ad- 
dreſs on the occaſion, inſiſted on tak- 
ing charge of it himſelf. The event 
juſtified this precaution, as on his de- 
livery of it Julia melted into tears, 
diſcovered by her countenance the 
agitations of her mind, and knowing 
him to be my friend, entreated him 
by her looks to make known her 
feelings to me. | 


I exhorted her in my letter to fly 
from this fatal. place, to give herſelf 
up to me, and to rely on my faithful. 
affection. I aſſured her it was the 
only method to eſcape from a ſtate 
which Love condemned, and heaven 
| irſelf could not approve. I told her L 
ſh ould be in a private ſtreet, under 
the windows of the convent, at mid= 
ALL night 3 
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night; that I ſhould return thither 
every night; and conjured her to throw 
me out her anſwer. I entreated her 
to inveſtigate every part of the con- 
vent, and ſearch every corner to faci- 
litate our meeting. I aſſured her I 
could not live without her, and ob- 
ſerved there was ſtill a year of pro- 


bation that we ought to make a pro- 


per uſe of. I repeated my oaths of 


conſtancy, told her a thouſand times 


that I loved her, and tho' my letter 


contained ' a volume 1 thought it Rill 


too ſhort. 


: 1 failed not to attend the ſucceeding 
night at the place mentioned in my 
letter, tho* without ſucceſs, nobody 
appearing at the windows. I repeated 


my nocturnal viſits ſix ſucceſſive times 


to no Bente purpoſe, and theſe re- 
peated 
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peated diſappointments threw me into 
a ſtate of deſpair; but on the ſeventh 
night J received a billet which only 
coritained theſe wann 


1 am ſtrictly wat they ne- 

ver quit me; *tis with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty that I have found an oppor- 
tunity of writing you theſe few lines. 
I know not whether I ſhall ever be 
able to throw you out this billet, or 
whether you will ever receive it. You 
may perhaps grow tired of this fruit- 
teſs attempt. I adore you. Endea- 
vour to prevent my taking the vows, 
I cannot aſliſt you, every reſource be- 
ing loſt to me.” 


Theſe lines invigorated | my ſoul. 
Julia then till loves me! cried I; 


ſhe acquaints me with her ſituation, 
implores 
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implores my aſſiſtance, and depends on 

my ſetting her at liberty! I wilt exert 
myſelf to the utmoſt: I will fly to 
Vilſon! This faithful friend, who had 
neglected his ſtudies and quitted his 
ſolitude to favor me, joined in con- 


triving methods to facilitate my ſcheme 
of getting acquainted in the convent. 


While we were forming a thouſand 


vain and fruitleſs projects, the idea 


of Valain, the young peaſant who was 


ſon to Julia's nurſe, ſtruck my ima- 
-gination. I flew to his houſe, which 


was only. a ſmall habitation near the 
outſide of the garden: You are un- 


happy, Sir! faid he, throwing himſelf 
at my feet on my entrance, and Julia 


is unhappy likewiſe! our kind bene- 


factor and benefactreſs are both made 
miſerable! This good young man was 
informed of my fituation, knew my 


* diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs, and commiſerated my ſufferings, | 
while the whole, town rung with my 
- misfortunes. 


| Valain, ſaid I, my torments are in- 
expreſſible! I love Julia to diſtrac- 
tion, and am equally beloved by her; 
cruel impediments oppoſe our union 
theſe impediments will ſoon become 
infurmountable=] have no dependance 
but on you—all other hopes are dead 
to me—aſſiſt me then I conjure you 
 —you; know all the ſecret avenues of 
this convent—contrive, invent ſome 
method for my fecret entrance into 
it! Ah! Sir, cried Valain, what can 
I do?—1 never enter the garden till 
a certain hour, when all the nuns are 
withdrawn: I do' my work without 
ſeeing any of them, and when it is 
finiſned I retire: the door then ſhuts 
1 upon 


* — 
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upon. ime, and never opens e . 
the accu ſtomed hour. SF -4 


Valain ' (exclaimed diſtreſſed at this 
unfavorable account) do not abandon 
me! I ſhall not prove ungrateful! 
you have no riſk. to run! Do you 
then think, Sir, replied this noble 
minded peaſant, that I hefitate through 
fear; and that Iam terrified by danger? 
No! you have ſuſtained my life - you 


have prolonged that of my parents 


and I owe you all ! Would to God 
1 could ſerve you! If indeed Julia 
could be informed that ſhe might find 
your letters under certain flower pots, 
and place her's there in return, I might 
wih pleaſure convey them to you; 
but the difficulty lies in acquainting 

her with this ACHE, "By 227 | 


EL... 
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This opening threw me into a ſtate. - 


of meditation. I made Valain give 
me a deſcription of the flower pots he 


meant, and of the flowers each pot 
contained; I then put ſome money 


into his hand, intreated him to be 


always ſerviceable to me, promiſed to 
return ſoon, and withdrew. | 


1 now flew to the Fant of Vilfons 
and not finding him in his apartment, 


waited for him a great while. He 
came to me at laſt, in a violent heat, 


like one who had been fitting - near 
a great fire; but as it happened to 


be ſummer, and my mind was other- 
wiſe engaged, I took no notice of his 


appearance, and only informed him of : 


what had paſſed between Valain and 
me. He greatly approved. the happy 


I "RO we had hit on for facilitat- | 


* 
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ing the correſpondence between me 
and Julia, and promiſed to inform 
her of it. I made no inquiries how 
he meant to proceed, and einbracing 
him for his friendſhip, writ the letter 
he was to convey. In this letter 
I gave Julia a particular deſcription 
of the flower-pots under which ſhe 
would find my letters, and under which 
ſhe might place her own, and then 
returned to Valain, whom I informed 
of all particulars. 


Vuilſon diſguiſed himſelf in the habit 
of an eccleſiaſtic, covered his light 
hair with a brown wig, painted his 
eye brows of the colour, and made 
uſe of every precaution to be unknown. 
In this diſguiſe he went to the parlour 
of Madame la Superieure, and pre- 
ſenting her with A punk of gold, 
+21 N intreated 
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intreated her to accept it as the re- 


ſtitution of an unhappy wretch who 


had juſt expired in his arms. The 


abbeſs looked at the gold with avidity, 
counted it with circumſpection, thanked 
heaven for its receipt, and aſked' Vil 
ſon who the perſon was who had ſent it: 
but he being on his guard, anſwered 
her that he acted under the feal of 
the moſt profound ſecrecy, and added 
that the ſame unhappy man having 


once treated Julia with indignity, had 


enjoined him to aſk her pardon in _ 
-perſon, and receive her auer by 
word of mouth. 


The air of ſimplicity, candour, and 
piety aſſumed by the pretended Abbe, 
together with his religious diſcourſe, 
produced the · deſired effect, and the 
Supericure ſtill viewing the' gold, or- 
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dered Julia to attend. Vilſon caſting 


down his eyes at her entrance, ad- 
dreſſed her in an humble tone of 
voice, and faid, I come to fulfil the 


duties of my function: ſiſter, added 
he, remember the God to whom you 


have devoted yourſelf, and pardon all 


your. enemies. I know my duty, 
anſwered Julia; and though I may 


have enemies, am a friend to all 


mankind. Vilſon then deſired that the 


young Novice might, with the Supe- 


rieure's conſent, attend him to the 


other end of the parlour ; which being 
done, —1 am Vilſon, cried he,—have 


a letter from Floricourt, and have 
formed this ſtratagem for its delivery :— 
the unhappy man whom I repreſent 


(added he, feigning an exaltation of 
voice) implores your pity, and has a 
right to expect it what are your 


ſentiments, 
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ſentiments, my liſter ? Julia replied they 
were ſuch as he deſired; and that 
his ſoul might reſt in. peace if that 
peace depended on her pardon. She 
now touched his hand in token of 
peace; and my letter, folded into the 
ſmalleſt compaſs, was. ſlipped into her 
hand - without obſervation. My friend 
Vilſon now rejoined the Superieure, 
who again held ſome pious converſation 
with him on forgiveneſs of injuries, 
and at his departure recom mended 
| herſelf to his prayers. 


Vilſon HOW”? to me immediately, 
and related every circumſtance of what 
had paſſed, though he thought it im- 

proper proviouſly .to acquaint me how 
he meant to act. Vilſon!—cruel Vil- 
ſon! exclaimed I, after he had done 
ä ſpeaking,. Why not ſuggeſt this happy 
H . Jo idea 
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idea to me —1 might · have gone my- 
felf—1 might have ſeen Julla—mighs 
have ſpoken to her—and. heard her- 
enchanting voice! Wretch that I am, ; 
for having miſſed ſo felicitous a mo- 
ment! My friend Vilſon could with 

difficulty reſtrain my tranſports, and 
convince me that my emotion and 
inquietude would have certainly betrayed 
me, and diſappointed all my ſchemes. 
1 was now continually at his houſe, 
becauſe of its vicinity to the convent. 
| which contained Julia, the church alone: 
ſeparating our habitations. What would 
I not haye given that this church. 
had been only a partition wall; I 
might then have broken through it— 
might have reached the apartment of 
Julia, and might have carried her off! 


Valain 
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Valain ſoon brought a letter from 
Julia in anſwer to mine. In this letter 
ſne pictured her diſtreſs in ſuch lively 
colours that I trembled with agitation, 
and almoſt ſunk into deſpair, I wrote 
to her daily, and "GP received. her 


an{wers.. 


Time nevertheleſs eſcaped' with ras 
pidity, and the gold & profuſely diſ- 
perſed by M. d'Erlet haſtened the 
profeſſion. of his daughter. The day 
was fixed for her taking the vows, 
and my fears almoſt aroſe to diſtrac- 
tion. Vilion was terrified. at my con- 
dition, and Valain wept with me; 
Joined in my lamentations, nne 
rated my ſufferings, and deplored the 
fate of his excellent benefactreſs. 
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In the midſt of theſe tranſactions 


the Superior of the Convent was 
taken dangerouſly ill: of this I was 


ſoon informed, but could not offer 
up my prayers for her recovery, as 


her return of health could not but 
prove the completion of my miſery. 


My inquietude was however ſuch, 


that I made daily enquiries after her 
health and the opinions of the phyſi- 
cians with regard to it; while cruel 
wiſhes eſcaped me (in ſpite of my 


better reaſon) that ſhe might never 


recover. I was now continually at 
Vilſon's houſe or at that of the gar- 
dener, and always went diſguiſed. to 


the latter for fear of bringing him 


into trouble. 


One day while * was with Valain 


1 heard the funeral bell, which an- 


nounced 
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nounced the death of the Superior. 
IT ftarted at the found; my hopes 
expired, misfortune threatened me with 
the full extent of her power, and 1 
was within a few days of the fatal 
moment that was to rob me of all 
my ſoul held dear. 


A lay ſiſter now came to the garden 
door, called Valain, and I hid myſelf. 
Valain, faid ſhe, (giving him a key 
on his approach) take a man with 
you, and. come and open - the tomb 
in the choir. . As I diſtinctly heard 
what ſhe ſaid, I approached the gar- 


dener, who was collecting the neceflary 


implements. Valain !==my dear Va- 
lain ! cried I, I muſt accompany you; 
lend me ſome of your cloaths, and 
let me paſs for one of your compa- 
nions: I ſhall then enter theſe cruel - 
H 5 Walls, 
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walls, which confine the woman 1 
adore, and perhaps ſee her. 


1 now tore off my cloaths, and 
feized ſome of Valain's, dreſſed my- 
felf in them with the utmoſt expedi- 
tion, and being thoroughly diſguiſed, 
followed him with a palpitating heart. 
We paſſed the fatal door, traverſed 
the garden, entered the Convent, and 
eame to the choir, my. heart beating. 
with increaſed velocity, We labored 
to raiſe the ſtone which covered the 
_ vault, drew it up, and remained alone 


for {ome time, the Nuns not chooſing 


to appear till the infectious air long 
confined in theſe vaults had been 
thoroughly purged by ventilation, for 
which purpoſe they had now opened 
every pallage. 


A thou- 
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A thouſand confuſed ideas now m- 
ing into my mind, I took pen, ink, 
and paper out of my pocket, and 
wrote to- Julia. As I knew the No- 
vices generally watched the dead, 1 
conjured her not. to be alarmed, de- 
fired her to aſk leave to watch alone, 
and aſſured her I would be her com- 
panion. Two hours elapſed, and I was: 
now to deſcend into the vaults with 
Valain, in order to arrange the cheſts ;. 

the curioſity of the Nuns to ſee theſe 

receptacles of the dead, drew them 

thither in crouds, and their fear and 
timidity induced them to make choice 
of the time when we were preſent. 
I was the firſt who deſcended into 
theſe funeral habitations : happy, 
thrice happy, had death conducted me 
to theſe gloomy regions 


J perceived 
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1 perceived Julia beneath theſe ſo- 


* bud vaults, and approached her with 


an : univerſal tremor. I had only a 
few words to ſay to her. She ſhud- 


dered at my preſence: but the -fear 
of cauſing our own deſtruction, and 
the joy of ſeeing each other again, 


ſtifled the violent efforts of this firſt 


interview; our ſtrength was inſtantly 
renewed, and our tranſports were again 
ſhut up in our, boſoms. I now gave 


her my letter, ſaying in the ſofteſt 
tone of voice I could aflume, do as 
I deſire— fear  nothing—I muſt either 
converſe with you or die—and this 
vault, where I ſhall wait for the re- 
turn of night, ſhall prove my tomb. 


J had time to ſay no more: the 


Nuns rejoined us, and ſurrounded Va- 
lain and me, their numbers proving 
inadequate to their fears; and we now 


conducted 
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conducted them wherever their -curio- 
ſity. led them. Theſe vaults were very 
numerous, and of an immenſe extent; 
they formed a fuit of ſubterraneous 5 
apartments, which communicated witng 
each other, and nnn. far beyond | 

the church. 


The Nuns at length withdrew, de- 
ſiring us to attend them; and we ſaw 
them haſten up a narrow ſtaircaſe, 
which only admitted one perſon at a 
time, each endeavouring to be fore- 
moſt: Julia, who wiſhed to be the 
laſt, readily gave up her claim; and 
as their impatience to be foremoſt 
ſuperſeded every attention to Fulia, 1 
had an opportunity of ſeizing het 
hand, of preſſing it with mine, and 
of conjuring her to be W the 


following night. | 
Valain 
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Valain and I: were now left by 
ourſelves, and we traverſed theſe aſy- 
lums of the dead with torches in 
our hands. There. are few Religious 
Houſes whoſe ſepulchres are ſo im- 
menſe as thoſe of the Pames de 
Sainte —<——, This community is 
very antient; and it was formerly 
taken for granted that thoſe who 
were interred amongſt a community 
conſecrated to God, were fure of en- 
tering into heaven. Many private in- 
dividuals had had vaſes there, and 
many till preſerved them. : 


We inveſtigated every. part of theſe 
gloomy manſions, and I at laſt diſco- 
vered a door in one of the vaults, 
and aſked Valain what it was for? 
He replied it belonged to a priſon 
where the delinquents of the commu- 
LOR nity 


* 
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nity were formerly confined as a pu- 
niſhment for their offences, but that 
it had not been made uſe of a great 
while, and that he had himſelf a key 
of it, which had by chance fallen 
into his hands. We opened the door, 
and found this priſon led to a wood 
houſe which communicated. with the 
interior part of the convent; but of 
this place no further uſe was made, 
the timorous Nuns having long for- 
ſaken it on account of its vicinity to 
the tombs. We tried the ſame key, 
entered ſtill further into this place, 
and found ourſelves in the convent, 
from which the fear of being ſurprized 
ſoon made us retire, We ſhut the 
door again; I took poſſeſſion of the 
key, and being agitated by a thou- - 
ſand confuſed ideas, put it in my 
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pocket without knowing what uſe 1 
intended to make .. 


We 3 the ſame way we 
went, and finiſhed our work. I now 
told Valain he might retire. Leave 
me, Valain, ſaid I; I chuſe to be 
alone. I will wait among. theſe tombs 
for the return of night.—I ſhall ſee 
Julia, and I ſhall ſpeak to her. Va- 
lain, terrified at what I ſaid, deſired 
to watch with me; but I at laſt con- 
vinced him how neceffary it was for 
him to retire, leaſt his abſence from 


home ſhould render him ſuſpected. 


I added, that he ought to be cautious 
how he withdrew, for fear I ſhould 


COLO alles by his returning alone. - He 


followed my advice, made uſe of the 
garden key in his poſſeſſion, eſcaped 
without being obſerved, and left me 
Os | among 
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among the tombs, ruminating on 

Julia. 1 
I walked with flow and cautious 
ſteps over cheſts and bones, either 
ſeparate or collected into heaps, hid 
my torch in one of the moſt diſtant 
vaults, ſo that its light might be in 
ſome meaſure obſcured, and then ex- 
erciſed my reflections in theſe immenſe 
ſubterraneous caverns. I paſſed thro' 
ſeveral tombs, and found myſelf in 
darkneſs. I then entered another placed 
at the end oppoſite to that of the 
Nuns, and perceived a light : I at firſt 
thought it proceeded from my flam- 
beau, and that I was returning to the 
place where I had left it; but going 
on I diſcovered a fire through ſtones 
ill put together. I now ſtopped, in a 
kind of tremor z but ſoon; recovering 
1 
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myſelf, there muſt be ſome living in- 
habitant in theſe regions, ſaid I men. 
tally, who-may have been drawn hither. 
by motives reſembling mine, tho' he. 
could not enter the ſame way: there 
muſt then be ſome other way of en- 
tering and quitting this place, and 


Julia may make uſe of it, as the key | 


of the priſon and woodhouſe is in 
my poſſeſſion. 


E now returned thanks to Heaven 
for this happy diſcovery, and haftened 
towards the light; and perceived, 
thro* the chinks which the ill. ſecured 
ſtones had left, a great fire, heard the 
blowing of bellows, and the crackling- 
of coals. Taking out the key which 
F had in my pocket, I ſtruck it againſt 
ane of the ſtones, and tried to move 

it. out of its place. Who is there? 
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eried ſomebody on the other ſide, 
while the noiſe of the bellows imme+« 

diately ceaſed. I worked on with re- 
doubled vigor, and found I was af- 
ſiſted on the other fide: the ſtone- 
giving way, at laſt fell down, and 1 | 
ſaw a deep vault, even with that in 
which I ſtood. I could now plainly: 
_ diſcover- furnaces, bellows, and. cruci- 
bles, while a man - appeared at the- 
opening. Whe's there? cried a firm. 
and refolute voice: this voice LE in- 
ſtantly recollected, and knew it to be 
Vilſon's; mine ftruck him equally, 
tho* my cloaths diſguiſed me; and 
ſeizing a light, he gazed at me ſome 
time with aſtoniſhment... 3 


Do you not know me then, Vitfon ? 
exclaimed I. Do you not know Flo- 
ricourt, your friend.? Yes! anſwered. . 

| „ — 
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he, embracing me, and find you are 
thus by chance made acquainted with 
my ſecret: you have often wondered 
at my ſequeſtration; but it is in this 
profound ſolitude I ſpend my days 

and nights, engroſſed by the powerful 
art which may make my fortune aug- 
ment your's, and prolong the date of 
our exiſtence, Do you then really, 
Vilſon, interrupted I, yield to theſe 
fooliſh fancies and ftrange chimeras ? 
Yes! replied he, theſe fooliſh fancies 
and ſtrange chimeras, deſpiſed becauſe 
not underſtood, are founded in truth 
and verity ;—a verity of which I have 
been long convinced, and therefore 
devote myſelf to thoſe ſublime re- 
ſearches ia this ſecret place which will 
one day ſtrike you with Wap 
This vault is placed beneath 


others, and chance made me aan e 8 
with 
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with | it by my lifting. up a ſtone. | 


Neither the Nuns to whom this houſe ** 


belongs, nor the tenants who preceded 
me, ever _ diſcovered this opening, 
But what are you in ſearch of, added 
he ?—whence came you? and how 
come you here? | ; 


The ſituation I was in, the joy I 
felt at meeting with him in theſe gloomy 
regions, and the diſcovery I had made, 
threw me into a ſtate of mind not 
to be deſcribed: a thouſand ideas ſuc- 
ceeded each other with the utmoſt 
_ rapidity, and my confuſion was ſuch 
that I entered into no inveſtigation . 
of the madneſs with which Vilſon was 
poſſeſſed. I however recollected my- 
{elf ſufficiently to relate all that had 
happened, and how I had acted. My 
dear friend! added 1, it is to this 
happy - 


[ 
| 
l 
i 
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rified at being left alone, ſhould ſhudder . 


happy opening that T ſhall be indebted 
for the delivery of Julia from cruelty 


and oppreſſion! O Vilſon! 1 ſhall ſet 


her 1 love at liberty! and ſhall depend 
on your affiſtance! He promiſed to 
do all in his power to aſſiſt me. 1 
embraced him with the ardour of 


friendſhip and the effuſions of gra- 


titude, and returned towards ny tomb, 


reanimated w Hope. 


I went back the ſame way I came, 
looked up, and found it dark, I 


could now diſcern no other light than 
that which proceeded from the flambeas 
of the Nuns, who were conducting 


the corps which was to be interred 
the next day to the choir. I heard 


their ſinging, ardently wiſhed -for their 


retiring, and trembled leſt Julia, ter- 


ac 
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at the aweful ſpectacle. -Love however 
gave her courage, and the certainty 
of my being in the vaults ſtrengthend 
her reſolution. 'The Nuns, highly de- 
lighted with her deſire of watching 
alone, applauded her reſolution on ſo 
trying an occaſion, and readily granted - 
her requeſt, as they wiſhed' to be 
excuſed from ſo irkſome a taſk. 
They now hurried over the prayers 
uſual on theſe occaſiors, and quitted 
the choir with precipitation, cacth 1. 
ing to be the laſt. 


3 T he moment they were retired, Julia 
came boldly to the edge of the tomb, 
and cried out they were all gone. 
This ſignal put an end to my impa- 
tience, and quieted my fears. O Julia! 
exclaimed TI, immediately aſcending 
into the choir, do 1 then ſee you. 

= _ 
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again! but O heavens! in what a 
place !—and at what an awful period! 
Is this the witneſs of the ardour of 
my love, and of the purity of your's | 
I now faw Julia ſhudder, I ſaw her 
ready. to faint at what ſhe had done. 
| She fixed her eyes on me with terror, 
i - while I extended my arms to prevent 
1 her falling, and rejecting my aſſiſtance, 
looked at the corps of the Nun, dreſt 

in her uſual habit, and placed in the 
middle of the choir, with horror; ter- 
rified at this witneſs of my tranſports. 
Her ingenious terror figured to itſelf 
the dead Nun as ſtill ſenſible of her 
| conduct, and it was with the utmoſt 
i difficulty that I convinced her we 
were alone. We now gave ourſelves 

up to thoſe effuſions of heart, and 
tranſports of affection, which are com- 
mon with paſſionate lovers after ſo long 
kh ; | | an 
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an abſence, and ſuch diſtreſſes as we 
had experienced. 


You love- me, Julia! cried 1, and 


cannot therefore yield to the cruel 


injunction of your unnatural father 


without a crime! Our hearts are irre- 


vocably united! My attachment to you 


is of the pureſt nature, and heaven 
has rewarded it by inſpiring you with 
an equal paſſion! You are mine by 
the ſtrongeſt ties of affection, and ought 


to be. only mine! You are nevertheleſs 


on the point of taking 'vows of the 
moſt terrific nature !J==vows that muſt 


ſeparate us for ever! You muſt ſwear | 


to renounce, ſhun, and forget me! 


Can you do ſo, Julia? The time ap- 


proaches, nay it is hand, when vou 
are to offer an unwilling ſacrifice to 


God —a facrifice that cannot be ac- 


Vol. I. 0 E ceptable 


_ „ 
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| ceptable in his ſight. If you really 

love me, follow me, cried I; I have 
diſcovered an opening among theſe 
tombs by which J can tet! 200; at 


. 


What a propoſal is this? exclaimed 
Julia; ſhall I thus quit an aſylum 
where I am to be ſeparated from the 
world, exaſperate my father ſtill more 
againſt me, and incur his malediction ? | 
No! interrupted J with impatience, 
it is that of heaven you ought to 
| dread! you cannot deſerve your father's 
curſe by following your huſband, for 
fuch I really am; your father has 
terrified you, he has made you tremble 
at his diſpleaſure, 'and your exalted 
virtue is the cauſe of all theſe terrors! 
Has. your father ever diſcovered the 
feelings of a father ?—he has given 

you 
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you life tis true, but bas he a right 
to make that life miſerable? Tour 
rights are equally ſacred: you owe 
him your reſpect, and he owes you 
his love, attention, care, and compaſſion. 
He has failed in his duty, and has 
therefore ſet you at liberty, The 
barbarian thought it not enough to 
oppoſe a union formed by nature, and 
authorized by God; he wiſhed to bind 
you by an intolerable chain, in order 
to make you the victim of his unjuſt 
reſentment and barbarous revenge, you 
have never experienced any thing from 
him but rigor, fury, and hatred. Hę rejects 


you be throws you from his boſom - 


and he is no longer your father. His 
| barbarity has broken the chain which 
' ſhould attach you to him—his laws 
are _ annithilated—and yeu are free. 
I of the wotld may Fil 
1 if 2 grant 
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grant him rights; rights of which he 
2 proved himſelf unworthy, and 
which you ought to contemn. Heaven, 
more juſt, takes his authority from him, 


authorizes your independence, and com- 


mands you to love me. 
You have convinced me! cried Julia. 
Your courage inflames me, and I am 
ready to follow you! J am ſure I 
cannot live without you, and wiſh to 
live for your ſake! that my father 
is cruel, all his actions prove; yet 1 
feel it moſt on this occalion, without 
examining the cauſe. Perhaps my diſ- 
trefſes have ſoured my diſpoſition ; 
perhaps but I forget the whole world 
1 forget I have a father !—Alas! have 
I ever had a father? by what au- 
thority would he conſtitute my miſ- 
fortune bx forcing the inclinations of 
my 
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my heart ?—can his power extend ſo 


far as to make me miſerable? No! my 


ſoul reaſſumes its liberty I renounce 
every thing !—Love inſpires me!—E 


follow its dictates} F loricourt, what's 8 


to be done? 


I now acquainted her with the 
project 1 had formed, and with the 
diſcovery I had made. She ventured 


to deſcend with me into theſe profound 


regions, and I conducted her, trembling, 
through theſe manſions of the dead, 
where ſhe caſt her eyes around with 
terror, and would have fainted but 
for my preſence. It was in this 
dreadful fituation, and amidſt” theſe 
tombs, that I repeated my vows of 
loving her for ever, and where ſhe 


in return gave me the moſt*ſolemn 


aſſurances of her conſtancy, — the dead 
| 13 alone 
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alone being witneſſes of our Proteſta- 


tions and of my happineſs on the 


ion. Julia being animated by 
lope, now w maſked with me with more 
compoſure. I ſhewed her the priſon 
and woodhouſe, the interior door of 
which ſhe knew; I pointed out the 
way ſhe was to take, and I conducted 
her to the opening by which we- 
were to eſcape. Affectionate Lovers! 


cried Vilſon, who was ſtill in his 


elaboratory, how have you contrived. 


to find this: facility of , communication, 
in ſuch a place? But the active fires. 
which inflame. you, and. which have 


hitherto only increaſed your woes, are on 
the point of producing the happieſt 


applauding the courſe. you have taken. 


* 
1 

+ + N 

: 

c - 2 


We 
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We continued with Vilfon ſome 
time, reaſoning about the deſign we 
had formed, when reflection ſuggeſting - 
to me the danger of delay, I wanted 
to depart immediately, Why put off 
the execution of our deſign ? exclaimed 
I: let us make uſe of the preſent 
moment * this horrid place is open 
to us—liberty extends her arms to- 
wards us—fhe accuſes us of delay — 
why not embrace this happy oppor- 
tunity—why wait for further impedi- 
ments? Julia! Vilſon! let us be gone ! 


My friend W n oppoſed my 
fcheme, condemned my impatience, - 
and at laſt convinced me that ſuch a 
ftep would inevitably prove our ruin. 
He told me that while the vaults were 
open they would fearch every part 
of them, would diſcover our traces, 

4 and 


CL 
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and purſue us; never mentioning the- 
danger to which he ſhould himſelf 
be expoſed: yet this idea was the 
only conſideration that reſtrained me. 
He now endeavoured to reanimate' my 
courage with regard to my fears, and 
I was convinced by his reaſonings. 
Fatal prudence !-—how many times 
haft thou deprived us of ſupreme fe- 
licity !—how many times haſt thou 
miſlead us! - | 


We now contented ourſelves with 
regulating all that was neceſſary for 
facilitating our - flight, and I took 
charge of the preparations, Julia was 
to burn all the letters ſhe had re- 
ceived from me, to quit the Convent 
through the woodhouſe, to lock the 
door after her, and bring away the 
key; while I undertook to meet her 

Fs as 


- 
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as ſhe came out, and to accompany 
her through this region of death: a 
poſt-chaiſe, by my order, was to wait 
for us at ſome diſtance: we were to. 
go to ſome part of the ſea coaſt, 
and procure ſome veſſel to convey us 
to England; „ where we purpoſed to 
remain till the aſſiduities of Vilſon 
had conſoled my uncle, and appeaſed 
the wrath of M. CEclet. 


A Jeligheful fond now opened to 
my view: my imagination was heated 
by approaching felicity, and I antici-- 
pated the joys to come, Julia cried. 
J, your father will be affected by our 
conſtancy! he will certainly be melted 
by our unbounded love, and by what 
we have ſuffered for each other he 
will accuſe himſelf of cruelty, and at 
laſt conſent to our felicity Thus 

| 15 happy, 
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happy, free, and united, we ſhall re- 
turn to receive his pardon and his 
bleſſing: theſe he cannot refuſe us: 
we will force them from him by our 
attention and reſpect; compel him to 
regret his former conduct; and induce 


him to treat us with tendergbn and 
regard, inſtead of ervelty and! e 


Julia ſhed -tears of j joy at inis ideat 
proſpect of happineſs; convinced that 
fight alone could withdraw her from 
her fatal Convent, and preſerve her 
for me; as what had paſſed at her 
aſſuming the habit proved beyond 
contradiction that all would be over 
if ſhe ſtayed till the taking of her 
vows; the Grand Vicar being in 
uniſon with M. d'Erlet, and being 
determined. to finiſh the Lt in 

' ſpite 
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** of the tears, entreaties, and re- 
ſiſtance of . victim. | 


Midnight 3 and I was 
now to reconduct Julia to the choir, 
where the Nuns could not fail to at- 


tend at the appointed hour. We 
therefore finiſhed our diſcourſe by fixing 
the time of our departure: Saturday 
was almoſt concluded; Sunday ap- 
proached, and the preparations (which 
I intended to expedite by money) re- 


quiring time, Wedneſday or Thurſday 
night was fixed on, and we quitted 
| Vilſon. 


1 aſcended into the choir with 


Julia, and found we were ſcarce in 
time. I heard the deſcent. of the 
Nuns, who oaly waited for each other, 


in 
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in- order to enter in a body, and then 
replunged myſelf into the tombs, 


F waited with impatience for the 
concluſion of the ceremony, -that F 
might return to julia, and remain with 
her till morning. How tedious were 
their prayers how tardy the minutes 


which kept me from her! I had 


been, ſo long deprived of her ſociety, 
and ſo long diſtreſſed on her account, 
that I thought it ſcarce. poſſible I 
ſhould be near her. I had ftill many 


things to fay to her—a thouſand things 
to communicate—and a thouſand to 


be aſſured of, An infinity of ideas 


now preſented themſelves to my ima- 


gination, which I wiſhed to communi- 
cate, and which made me miſerable 


| becauſe I feared they came too late. 


1 trembled leſt one of the Nuns. 
7 i ſhould 


Pe 


— 


* 
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ſhould propoſe to watch. with Julia; 
but in this I was miſtaken; their fear. 
and terror precluding all fuch ideas; 
they with difficulty ſuſtained the 
aweful ſpectacle of one of their dead. 
ſiſters; admired the reſolution of Julia, 
applauded-. her magnanimity, and re- 
tired without renewing, their offers of 
waching with her. 


I now darted again into the choir, 
enjoyed the ſight of Julia, and heard 
her enchanting voice. Our ſouls were 
now intoxicated by an enthuſiaſtic rap- 
ture; we repeated our vows: of con- 
ſtancy a thouſand times; talked to 
each other about our. departure. from 
the convent; and amuſed ourſelves. 
with. what we ſhould. ſee in London, 
where we agreed ta be immediately 
united by the moſt. ſacred bonds of | 
marriage, 


Wn 
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marriage, and to ratif our vows at 
the altar. e . 


We feaſted in idea on this proſpect 
of felicity, and anticipated the time 
when we were to become the hap” 
pieſt of beings. Fear fled before us; 
all obſtacles ſeemed removed; Hope 
advanced with ſmiling face; and we 
thought. ourſelves ſure cf being bleſſed? 


The hours nevertheleſs rolled ra- 
pidly. Day break was at hand, and 
we were under the neceſſity of part- 
ing. My heart ſunk at the idea; 
that of Julia ſeemed ſtrongly affected; 
and dreadful} preſentiments made us 
tremble. Julia! exclaimed I, I muſt 
be gone !—but if you wiſh me to 
live, perſiſt in your reſolution! ſhould 
any thing extraordinary occur, or even 

| ſhould 
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ſhould it not occur, write to me 


every day, and put your letters under 


the flower pots, where you vill find 


mine. But alas! Julia! I want 
comfort ! the nearer 1 approach the 


happy moment that is to unite us 
for ever, the more I dread ill for- 
tune: Comfort me e Julia ! ] 


Julia, almoſt | as mh affected as 


myſelf, at our ſeparation, collected all 


her powers to ſupport me: be com- 

forted, my dear huſband ! faid ſhe; 
exert yourſelf to procure my liberty, 
and be aſſured your happineſs will 


always conſtitute mine! The word . 
huſband, uttered by the mouth of 


Julia, and addreſſed to me, inſtantly 
baniſhed all my apprehenſions, and 
filled me with inexpreſſible delight! 
L threw aa into her arms, preſſed 
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ker ta my boſom, and could not tear 
"myſelf away, though prudence urged. 
me to be gone. I ſtaid fo long, that 
I at length perceived the approach 
of a Nun, whom I ſaw at a diſ- 
tance, when, I immediately ſunk again 
into the tomb, the diſtance between. 
us | being ſo. great as to prevent her 
ae who it was. 5 as 


The Nun, he coughs ſhe had 
ſeen a ghoſt, ſcreamed out, and fell. 
into a ſwoon; while Julia, really ter- 
rified, diſcovered- an equal degree of 
terror to the Nuns, who ran. thither 
on hearing the cry, and who aſked 
her the cauſe of it. The terrified. 
Nun now coming to herſelf, declared 
| ſhe had ſeen the ſpirit of the defunct 
fink into the tomb. Julia who greatly 
feared the Nun s having diſcovered 

me, 
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me, eagerly embraced this opportunity 
of confirming her aſſertion ;. the reſt _ 
of the ſiſterhood not daring. to * 

proach the tomb. | 


The moment I aided in theſe ſub- 
terraneous regions I went in ſearch 
of my flambeau, which J found where 
1 had left it. 1 then quitted the 
tombs through Vilſon's opening, re- 
placed the ſtone which had been 
removed, and returned home, where: 
my impatience and ſolicitude would 
not ſuffer me to take any reſt. I 
began the preparations for our de- 
parture immediately, and as 1 thought. 
Vilſon's being privy to my ſcheme 
might prove dangerous, by expofing 
him to the fatal conſequences of our 
flight, I, thought it my duty to con- 
coeal it from him: 1 therefore did all 
myſelf. 


by — ae D ae” e A Ar * 
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myſelf. I ſoon procured horſes, and 


| kept them in readineſs; but found a 
proper conveyance by water much 


more difficult. Gold however, that 


itreſiſtible metal, at length brought 
me acquainted with the captain of a 
merchantman on the eve of his de- 


parture for England. He promiſed 


to wait for me at ſome- diſtance, but 


Poſitively refuſed to ſend his boat to 


fetch me. I was now under the ne- 


ceſſity of procuring one for my 
purpoſe 3 and therefore hired a boat 


after ſome difficulty, and fixed the 
night and hour when it was to attend 


at the appointed place. 


Theſe- preparations required time: 
but as I in the interim received a 
tetter from Julia, deſcribing the terror 


| eccafioned in the convent by the 


pretended 
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pretended apparition, and the ſtrife 
watch ſet over her, together with the 
urgency. of her father (ho had fixed 
the day) for the concluſion of the 
ceremony, ] haſtened my preparations. 
now redoubled my zeal: and activity ; 
and on Wedneſday morning all was 
ready; nothing remaining neceſſary: 
for our ſecurity but quitting the 
convent unobſerved - two hours | being- 
ſufficient 'to conduct us to the ſea 
ſide, and embark us in ſafety, as we 
ſhould be at a how" diſtance before 
we were nd. £1 | 

1 now bein Julia by letter 
that every thing was ready, and that 
we were on the point of taking our 
flight. I told her that the Nom: 
being obliged to riſe at midnight, 


would retire early to reſt, and that 
the 
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ſhe muſt therefore quit: them. the 
moment they went to bed, and excuſe 
herſelf from attending the choir under 
pretence of collecting and preparing 


herſelf for the aweful ceremony of 
next day; an excuſe which would be 
readily admitted. I charged her to 


burn all papers relative to our con- 


nection, and to come out immediately; 


adding that her affociates, amazed at 
her not appearing the next day, 
would immediately enter her cell, and: 
not finding any thing there to ſtrengthen 


their ſuſpicions, would ſeek for her 


throughout the Convent ; which ſearch, 
as. it required time, would preclude 
all danger, as we ſhould then be far 


beyond their reach. 


I had carefully avoided: ſeeing Vilſon 
during theſe tranſactions; nor would 1 
viſit 
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viſit him the day when all my pre- 
parations were finiſhed. I was now 


elated with the ſucceſs of my negoci- 
ation, never once doubting of my 
happineſs; and yet my ſolicitude and 


impatience encreaſed every hour. M. 


d'Erlet, who had me narrowly watched, 
wondered at my apparent tranquillity, 
and was greatly diſappointed at not 
finding me wretched ; as he wiſhed 
to ſee me plunged into all the horrors 
of deſpair. M5 | 


The long wiſhed for evening came 


at laſt; and 1 informed my uncle I 


was going to ſup in town, and 


ſhould not return till very late. This 
affectionate friend, apprized of the 
fatal ſtroke prepared for me the next 


day, and ignorant of my project, en- 


We 


deavoured to prevent my going; as 


5 he 
. 
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. he wiſhed to be near me on ſo tryiog 
an occaſion, and to pour the balm ef 
conſolation and comfort into my ſoul. 
His compaſſionate goodneſs, and af- 
fectionate regard, detained me with 
him in ſpite of my wiſhes to be gone, 
and compelled me to looſe TY 
Fee moments. 


* broke from kim at laſt, 41080 
with regret, and diſguifing myſelf in 


my apartment, made my efcape by a 


private door in the garden which led 
into a bye ſtreet, and ran towards the 
houſe of Vilſon; but meeting the 
<ruel d'Erlet juſt as 1 was. about to 


enter, I fickened- at his ſight, and 


forgettin g my ditguiſe, feared he would 
diſcover me, and expoſe my friend. 


J therefore paſted on, made a wide 


ircuit in order to return to the 


ſame 
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ſame place, and ' ſeizing the moment F 
when I thought he could obſerve me 
no longer, « darted into the us. 
I flew to FO | nad Fa on Vilfon 
with his crucibles, and paſſed through 
the opening, from which he had taken 
care to remove the ſtone. I moved 
with the utmoſt rapidity; and for- 
getting the wax light I had in my 
hand, it went out. My impatience 
not ſuffering me to light it again, 
I went on, knowing the way. I ad- 
vanced towards the woodhouſe, and 
found filence reigned around me. Ag 
I feared being too late, 1 rather flew 

than walked, anticipating the joy of 

meeting Julia for ever, and conducting 
her in ſafety, and void of fear, through 
theſe gloomy vaults. I touched the 
door, and found it open. Julia is 
gone 


3 


— 
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gone then! cried I, and has forgot 
to ſhut the door after her, 1 


f 5 now returned to be path by 
which I came; and fearing Julia had 
miſtaken her way, I ran through all 
the different vaults, calling on her 
name. My courſe was at length 
impeded by ſomething which rolled 
under my feet: I tottered and fell 
and puting my hand to the ground 
in order to diſcover the cauſe of my 
falling, 1 found it wet, and took up 
a2 lamp. I now endeavoured to riſe; 
and extending my arms, touched the 


apparel of a woman, and felt a bo- 


ſom that ſcarce reſpired. Can it 
be you, Julia? exclaimed I, ſhudder- 
ing. O Heavens! I was anſwered 
by a figh. I advanced towards the 
place where ſhe lay, and took hold 

: tots _ 
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of her. The dread of finding her- 
ſelf ſeized on in tits place of horror, 
where darkneſs ſurrounded her, brought 
her to herſelf. Heaven ſhield and aſ- 
ſiſt me! cried ſhe. 


It is me!—it is your lover !—it is 
Floricourt! exclaimed I in an agony. 
Cruel obſtacles have detained me, 
wretch that I am! but re- aſſume your 
courage, Julia, added I; our. trou- 
bles are almoſt at an end. 


Is it then you? replied ſhe, in a 
faint voice,—l can go no farther, -] 
am very weak, —Oh ! Floricourt! all 
is vain! I have forgot my duty !— 
I have profaned theſe ſacred walls! 
and an avenging God has puniſhed 
my tranſgreſſion! Bewildered in theſe 
dreadful vaults, - urged by my bound- 
Vorl. I, 8 leſs 
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leſs love, and. yet-feeling remorſe at 


what I did, I fancied the dead who 
ſurrounded me role up in judgment 
againſt me, and endeavoured to obſtruct 


my paſſage. I ſhuddered with fear— 
dropped my lamp—and fell down. O! 
Floricourt! I have offended heaven! 
I cannot utter more II ought not. 
Great God! terrible God! have pity 


on me !—my end approaches 


What became of me at this moment! 
I took her up in my arms, I watered 
her with my tears, I carried her to- 
wards the. opening, and called Vilſon. 
But theſe fatal caverns drowned my 
feeble. voice. Julia was dying; and I 


ſeemed dying myſelf. I could ſcarce 


ſuſtain her weight could go no far- 
ther—and remained immoveable, en- 
deayouring to ſupport her and re-ani- 

mate 
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mate myſelf, Adieu, Floricourt ! ſaid 
ſhe; we are ſeparated by death! 
Death ! who has waited for me amidit 


theſe tombs, whither I was drawn. by 
love, and where I hoped to find felicity_ 


with-the obje& moſt dear to me on 
earth, I ſhall remain among theſe 
ſepulchres.—Heaven accept my repen- 
tance, and that life I wiſhed to unite 
with my lover's. How dear was that 
life to me !—The ſacrifice is terrible! 
But I ſubmit to your decrees. My 
ſufferings were not for your ſake.— 
PFloricourt was the only ſubje&t of my 
prayers, and I confined all my affec- 


tions to him. Tour hand grows heavy 


on me—it ſtrikes—pardon— 


Julia had, alas! entered this fatal 
place with fear and trembling; and 
not finding me there to receive her, 


% 


| had 
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had wandered about this gloomy con- 
cave, and entered into the vaults filled 
with coffins, which was not the way 
ſhe ſhould have taken. Amazed and 
terrified at her ſituation, her imagina- | 
tion became difordered ; ſhe thought 
ſhe ſaw heaven open, armed with 
vengeance againſt her, and the ſur- 


rounding dead riſe in judgment to con- 


demn her. Tnus bewildered, terrified, 
and half diſtracted, ſhe fell. 


O grief! O anguiſh! O deſpair ! my 
heart is broken at the bare remem- 


brance! I felt her ſigh, grow cold, 


and heavy in-my arms. Sinking, and 
unable to ſuſtain her weight, I laid 


her gently on the ground, and en- 
deavoured to be convinced of her 


real condition; but to my. unſpeak- 
able {anguiſh found all my fears con- 
- _ firmed— 
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firmed—ſhe breathed no. more. Where 


am I?—what have I done ?—exclaimed 


I in an agony, the exceſs of my mi- 
ſery now preſenting itſelf to my ima- 
gination in all its horrors, a cold ſweat 
bedewed me, and I fell ſenſeleſs by 


her ſide, 


* 7 


How long L ad in Arn condi- 


tion 1 how not. Vilſon at length, 
aſtoniſhed at our abſence, terrified at 
our delay, and oppreſſed by dreadful 
forebodings, took a flambeau -and came 
in ſearch of us. What a ſpectacle now 
preſented itſelf to his view! Julia ſur- 
rounded by coffins, lying dead in my 
arms, myſelf as pale as ſhe. Terror 
for ſome time ſuſpended all his facul- 
ties, and he remained immoveable with 
_ aſtoniſhment and horror; but recollect- 


ing at laſt how much we ſtood in need 


of his aſſiſtance, he examined us both; 
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he 
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he found Julia was gone for ever, and 
that I ſtill breathed. He flew to his 
laboratory, brought me a powerful 
cordial of his own compoſition, -made 


me ſwallow it, and brought me to my 
. ſenſes. 


+. Opening my eyes, I diſcovered Vil- 
ſon. in a diſtracted ftate, and Julia lying 
pale and lifeleſs by my fide. Where 
am I? exclaimed I; then inſtantly re- 
collecting all that had happened, O! 
Vilſon! Vilſon ! Julia! Julia! wretch! 
cried I, and again relapſed into my 
former ſtate of inſenſibility. My friend 
now took me up in his arms, carried 
me out of this horrible place, paſſed 
through his laboratory, and brought 
me to his chamber, where he did his 
utmoſt to reſtore me to myſelf, and at 


laſt 


Fd 
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laſt ſucceeded. I now ſaw Julia no 
longer; I knew ſhe was dead, and yet 


redemanded her of Vilton, wiſhing to 
return to her and die, I now darted 


from the bed on which my friend had 


laid me, and deſcended again into the 
_ vaults; but when I came to the open- 
ing through which I was to have con- 


ducted Julia in order to become the 


happieſt of men, my ſtrength forſook 
me, my misfortunes ſtared me in the 
face with all its horrors, and I remained 
immoveable. Vilſon endeavoured to 
conſole. me; but his endeavours were 


vain; I was determined to die with 


Julia, and join my aſhes with hers, and 


therefore inſiſted on entering the tomb. 


My friend exerted himſelf to the utmoſt 
to prevent this mad enterprize : but 
finding all remonſtrances in vain, he 


5 % 
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took advantage of another fainting which 
| ſoon ſeized me, and laying hold of me 
with vigorous arms, put me on his 
back and WL me to my uncle's houſe ; 


he there threw me on the bed in my own 


apartment, pulled the ſtring of my bell, 
and then eſcaped by a ſecret door, and 


returned to Julia, As he was convinced 


there remained no hopes of her, he 
felt in her pockets for the key of the 
woodhouſe, and not finding it there, 


ſearched every corner without ſucceſs. 


He then examined the woodhouſe, in 
order to place Julia in. the convent; 
but found it locked, the door of the 
priſon which communicated with it 


only being left open; the lock of which 


being on the ſpring, he pulled the door 
after him with violence, and flew to 


Place Julia at the foot of the ſtair 
' an 
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caſe which led from the choir into the 
tomb of the nuns. He now returned 
to his laboratory, ſhut up the open- 
ing made there, cemented the ſtone, 
and blacked the place with ſmoke 
and mud, that the ſeparation might 
not be diſcovered, He then removed 
all his inſtruments out of this vault 
into an upper one, and cloſed up the 
entrance of it in ſuch a manner as to 
leave no room for ſuſpicion that there 
was any entrance there. 


Theſe labours employed him all 
night, as he was convinced of how 
much conſequence it was both to his 
ſecurity, and mine to invelope every 
circumſtance of this horrible event in 
the moſt profound ſecrecy. Affection- 
ate friend! he was -exerting all his 

: faculties 
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faculties to ſave me; whale death was 


my only hope and the only object 


of my wiſhes ! 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


